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EDITOR'S NOTES

Well, here it is, better late
than never and hopefully not
totally unsatisfactory, what
with the fine articles three
members have contributed. I
hope to have the design
vastly improved by the next
issue, but my work can never
come close to Darryl's, whose
baby this publication was
from the beginning--and he
made it into something
beautiful. For the moment
I've had quite a bit of work
on my hands, and the main
objective here is simply to
get ETCetera out, and its
articles into the hands of
its worthy subscribers.
Subscriptions seem to have
fallen off a bit since Darryl
resigned--but what can I say-
-I'm not subscribing myself
this year! But if anyone
would like to take up the
mantle from me, be my guest--
I'll provide you with all the
templates and information
Darryl provided me. Until
then, we press on, looking
forward to the upcoming
conference (which my summer
teaching schedule
unfortunately prohibits me
from attending), so I count
on you, the members, to
contribute articles related
to the event for the next
issue--or anything else
related to our mutual
passion, for that matter, for
if not I'll have to write the
whole thing myself! And
technical essays are not my
forte, so you'll be hearing
lots about Famous Writers and
the Typewriters They Used,
which is perhaps of general
interest anyhow, but I
wouldn't want to wear it out.
But the point is that thus

far I've been able to secure
only a very few contributors,
to whom I'm very grateful.
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I remember the first time
became aware of 0ld
Typewriters, other than the
Royals, Underwoods and
Remingtons at the Salvation
Army Thrift Store or the
Corona my grandmother used to
write letters. It was during
my second year in college
that I first heard the
(apocryphal) story of Robert
Louis Stevenson and his
Hammond (1b)? The professor,
an elderly gentleman who had
made the work of the by then
out-of-fashion RLS his life's
work, told us the story: Bob,
it seems, was guite an
alcoholic. To his good
fortune he was a workaholic
too, however, and wrote late
into the night drinking
sherry, then brandy and
Scotch--and when, upon coming
around the next day he found
he was unable to decipher his
handwriting of the night
before, he went out and got
himself a Hammond.

But seeing as how his notable
works were products of the
mid-late 1880s, (pre-
Hammond), and that Bob keeled
in '94, one comes to the
conclusion that little or
nothing of lasting merit was
written upon it by him, or if
it was he spilled booze all
over it when he turned into
Mr. Hyde at 2 am. The
machine is said to still be
out there, in the hands of a
British lawyer.

At least Bob never logged on
to Ebay.



Typewriter Collectors - Convention 2000

On June 15" - 18" 2000, there will be an international meeting of typewriter collectors in Philadelphia,
PA. The idea for a meeting was introduced on one of the typewriter email lists back in November and
because of the overwhelming response, I decided to take on the task of assembling it myself. After all,
there hasn't been a national meeting of our collector group in over seven years.

At the time of this writing there are over thirty-five registered attendees, some coming from as far away
as Brazil, Australia and the Netherlands, and the list is growing quickly, mostly from the internet
community of collectors. My intention with this letter is to spread the news beyond this core group and
into the hands of those who may not be "plugged in" to the internet email lists for typewriter collectors.
So, with that in mind, I will mention some of the highlights of our meeting as well as point those
collectors, who are interested in attending, in the right direction.

The Convention has an Internet Web Site (see link below) which lists all of the details of the meeting as
well as a printable registration form, for those wishing to attend. In addition to the schedule of events
listed on our internet site, we are also encouraging buying, selling and trading from hotel rooms as well
as a planned auction. The centerpiece of our auction will be memorabilia from the thirty year ephemera
collection of Paul Lippman. This is the first time this material will be publicly displayed and offered for
sale. A real treat! For those who didn't know Paul Lippman, he is best known as the author of
"American Typewriters, a Collector's Encyclopedia”. Paul began collecting typewriters in the 1960s (the
typewriters have long since been sold) and also collected a great deal of typewriter ephemera including
many rare operators manuals, letterheads, postcards, early typewriter advertisements, original early
typewriter documents, advertising artifacts and more... too much to mention in one letter. This material
was the basis for his book and offers a lifetime of collecting efforts. A collector may never see this caliber
of typewriter ephemera in one place again! We will also have some typewriters included in the auction.
One rarity is a Williams Junior! There will be more typewriters announced in the coming weeks. If you
will be attending and would like to consign a machine for auction, please contact me as early as possible.

One event that will have you “buckling up your seat belt” will be a 1930s style “Speed Typing Contest”.
This is being organized according to the official rules of the typing contests and already has a number of

contestants. *

Another exciting event planned for the meeting is a visit to Tom Russo's Office Equipment Museum in
nearby Wilmington, DE. Tom's collection is one of the premier collections of office equipment in the US,
a real treat to see. If your are looking to add some additional antique hunting to your visit, early
admission to the world famous Kutstown Extravaganza will take place on the Thursday following the
convention and is only a short drive from Philadelphia. You will already be in the heart of Pennsylvania

antique country.

Our itinerary is still developing, there will be surprise announcements along the way, but, I hope what
you've read here will wet your appetite and entice you to attend. You'll have the opportunity to meet
and make new friends as well as rekindle old friendships. If you need more information, please contact
me at 516-489-8300 during business hours or send email to: typebar@aol.com. Thank you and I'm

looking forward to seeing you in June.

Best regards,
Tony Casillo
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Dear Darryl:

I just wanted to take a few minutes to let you know what a great job I

think you did as editor of the Publication. You raised:the level of

interest several bars and I for one will miss you and your talents. But,

one must move forward and I know you will do well at anything you decide to

commit yourself to.

I hope you will continue to keep in touch with us and that you won't leave
us completely. )

Thomas A. Russo, Sr.

Wilmington, DE
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