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Editor’s 
Notes

�G�H�F�D�G�H�V�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �G�L�q�H�U�H�Q�W�� �R�Z�Q�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���� �$�W�� �O�H�D�V�W�� �����0�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �E�R�[�H�V��
�V�K�R�Z�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �P�D�U�N�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V��
�À�R�R�G�V���F�D�X�V�H�G���E�\���E�U�R�N�H�Q���Z�D�W�H�U���S�L�S�H�V�´���*�L�Q��
�S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�� �O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�+���� �/�H�W�� �X�V�� �K�R�S�H�� �W�K�D�W��
�W�K�H�V�H�� �V�S�H�F�L�D�O�� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �¿�Q�G�� �O�R�Y�L�Q�J��
�D�Q�G���V�D�I�H���Q�H�Z���K�R�P�H�V��
�� �2�Q���W�K�H���D�X�F�W�L�R�Q���E�O�R�F�N���W�K�L�V���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U����
�L�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V���R�Q���R�X�U���F�R�Y�H�U����
�D�U�H���J�H�P�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���D���6�K�R�O�H�V���	���*�O�L�G�G�H�Q���*�S�L�F-
�W�X�U�H�G���R�Q���W�K�L�V���S�D�J�H�+�����D���F�X�U�Y�H�G���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V��������
�D�Q�G�� �D�� �&�U�D�U�\���� �9�L�V�L�W�� �Z�Z�Z���E�U�H�N�H�U���F�R�P�� �I�R�U��
�G�H�W�D�L�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R�� �R�U�G�H�U�� �F�D�W�D�O�R�J�X�H�V���� �0�R�U�H��
�L�W�H�P�V�� �D�Z�D�L�W�� �L�Q�� �I�R�U�W�K�F�R�P�L�Q�J�� �D�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q��
���������%�������D�Q�G���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���F�D�Q�¶�W���P�D�N�H���L�W���W�R��
�&�R�O�R�J�Q�H�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �D�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �E�L�G�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
�H�%�D�\���� �$�� �����%�S�D�J�H�� �O�L�V�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �2�Q�R�Q�G�D�J�D��
�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���V�X�F�K���H�[�R�W�L�F���Q�D�P�H�V���D�V��
�%�D�U�U�V���9�L�V�L�E�O�H���*�"�+�����%�X�U�Q�V�����0�D�V�N�H�O�\�Q�H�����1�R-
�F�R�E�O�L�F�N���� �D�Q�G�� �<�D�Z�%�:�D�\�� �*�"�+�'�Q�R�W�� �W�R�� �P�H�Q-
�W�L�R�Q�� �¿�Y�H�� �6�K�R�O�H�V�� �	�� �*�O�L�G�G�H�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�R�P�H��
�6�K�R�O�H�V�� �S�D�W�H�Q�W�� �P�R�G�H�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�W�R�W�\�S�H�V����
�,�W�¶�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H���D�Q���H�[�F�L�W�L�Q�J���W�Z�R���\�H�D�U�V��

±
�� �0�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H�����U�H�F�H�Q�W���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���R�Q���H�%�D�\��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� �D�Q�� �(�G�O�D�Q�G���� �D�� �*�D�U�E�H�O�O���� �D�� �*�U�D�Q-
�Y�L�O�O�H���$�X�W�R�P�D�W�L�F�����D�����6�K�R�O�H�V���9�L�V�L�E�O�H�����D�Q�G���D��
�Y�H�U�\�� �Q�L�F�H�� �-�D�F�N�V�R�Q�� �*�V�H�H�� �/�H�W�W�H�U�V�+���� �$�� �P�R�U�H��
�F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�� �H�%�D�\�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �I�R�X�Q�G�� �L�Q��
�H�Y�H�U�\�� �L�V�V�X�H�� �R�I��The Typewriter Exchange 
�D�Q�G��HBw-Aktuell.

±
 �³�$���V�K�D�U�S���P�H�W�D�O�O�L�F���V�Q�D�S���H�F�K�R�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
�W�K�H�� �D�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���� �L�Q�W�H�U�U�X�S�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�H�D�G�\��
�U�D�W�%�D�%�W�D�W�%�W�D�W�� �E�H�D�W�� �R�I�� �/�H�V�W�H�U�� �D�W�� �K�L�V�� �W�\�S�H-
�Z�U�L�W�H�U�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �G�D�L�O�\�� �E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G��
�Q�R�L�V�H�� �R�I�� �K�H�U�� �O�L�I�H���� �«�� �6�K�H�� �Z�D�L�W�H�G�� �H�[�S�H�F-
�W�D�Q�W�O�\�����N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W���K�D�G���K�D�S�S�H�Q�H�G�����/�H�V-
�W�H�U�� �K�D�G�� �E�H�H�Q�� �W�\�S�L�Q�J�� �V�R�� �K�D�U�G�� �D�Q�G�� �V�R�� �I�D�V�W��
�W�K�D�W���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�U�L�N�H�U�V���K�D�G���V�Q�D�S�S�H�G���R�q��
�D�Q�G���Z�K�L�]�]�H�G���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���U�R�R�P�����:�K�H�Q�H�Y�H�U��
�W�K�L�V�� �K�D�S�S�H�Q�H�G�� �V�K�H�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �K�D�O�I�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G����
�D�V���V�K�H���G�L�G���Q�R�Z���Z�L�W�K���D���Z�L�Q�F�H�����W�K�D�W���W�K�H���À�\-
�L�Q�J���V�O�L�Y�H�U���R�I���P�H�W�D�O���Z�R�X�O�G���L�P�S�D�O�H���/�H�V�W�H�U�����«��
�/�H�V�W�H�U�����V�W�L�O�O���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���K�L�V���V�W�R�U�\���L�Q���K�L�V���K�H�D�G����
�Z�R�X�O�G�� �U�H�P�R�Y�H�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�J�H�� �K�H�� �K�D�G�� �E�H�H�Q��

�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �W�K�H�� �E�U�R�N�H�Q�� �W�\�S�H-
�Z�U�L�W�H�U�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �À�R�R�U�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �U�L�J�K�W�� �V�L�G�H�� �R�I��
�K�L�V���G�H�V�N�����7�K�H�Q���K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���W�X�U�Q���W�R���W�K�H���O�H�I�W��
�V�L�G�H�� �R�I�� �K�L�V�� �G�H�V�N���� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �K�H�� �N�H�S�W�� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O��
�F�D�V�H�V�� �R�I�� �Q�H�Z�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V���´�� �'�3�D�X�O�� �0�D�O-
�P�R�Q�W����The Chinatown Death Cloud Peril. 
�1�R�Z�� �K�H�U�H�¶�V�� �D�� �Z�U�L�W�H�U�� �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �S�X�O�S��
�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V�� �Z�K�R�� �,�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�� �K�D�V�� �Q�H�Y�H�U�� �Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q��
�R�Q���D���W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�����+�H���V�H�H�P�V���W�R���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�D�W��
�W�K�H�\�¶�U�H���D�V���À�L�P�V�\���D�V���K�L�V���F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U��

±
�� �,�I���\�R�X���V�X�E�V�F�U�L�E�H���W�R���W�K�L�V���P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H���D�Q�G��
�\�R�X�� �V�D�Z�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�W�H�V�W�� �3�L�[�D�U�� �P�R�Y�L�H���� �³�5�D�W�D-
�W�R�X�L�O�O�H���´�� �,�� �N�Q�R�Z�� �W�K�D�W�� �\�R�X�� �Q�R�W�L�F�H�G�� �W�K�H��
�V�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�� �R�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �U�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W��
�F�U�L�W�L�F�� �$�Q�W�R�Q�� �(�J�R�� �Z�U�R�W�H�� �K�L�V�� �S�R�L�V�R�Q�R�X�V��
�U�H�Y�L�H�Z�V���� �,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �L�Q�V�L�G�H�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W��
�W�K�H�� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�� �Z�D�V�� �P�R�G�H�O�H�G�� �R�Q�� �D�Q�� �/���� �&����
�6�P�L�W�K�� �Q�R���� ���� �R�Z�Q�H�G�� �E�\�� �3�L�[�D�U�� �D�U�F�K�L�Y�L�V�W��
�D�Q�G���(�7�&�$���P�H�P�E�H�U���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�Q�H���)�U�H�H�P�D�Q����
�&�R�Q�J�U�D�W�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����&�K�U�L�V�W�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���(�O�V�L�H��

±
�� �$�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �X�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �V�D�G�� �W�R�� �O�H�D�U�Q�� �R�I��
�W�K�H���S�D�V�V�L�Q�J���R�I���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�R�U���%�U�X�F�H��
�%�H�D�U�G�����+�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���P�L�V�V�H�G����
�� �7�K�H�� �K�R�E�E�\�� �G�R�H�V�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�� �'�R�Z�Q�� �8�Q-
�G�H�U�����Z�K�H�U�H���V�R�P�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�R�U�V���K�D�Y�H���I�R�U�P�H�G��

�³�7�K�H�� �4�:�(�5�7�<�� �&�O�X�E���´�� �5�R�E�H�U�W�� �0�H�V-
�V�H�Q�J�H�U�� �K�D�V�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�� �D�Q�� �H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
�H�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q�L�F�� �Q�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �J�U�R�X�S���� �K�H��
�D�O�V�R�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\�� �S�U�R�P�R�W�H�V�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V�� �L�Q��
�K�L�V���F�R�O�X�P�Q���L�Q���W�K�H��Canberra Times�����D�Q�G���L�Q��
�W�K�L�V���L�V�V�X�H���K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�V���D�Q���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���I�R�U���X�V����
�&�D�U�U�\���R�Q�����5�R�E�H�U�W��

On Our Cover
Several OHA machines sold by Auction Team 
Köln on November 24: Oliver 1, Blickensder-
�I�H�U�� �(�O�H�F�W�U�L�F���� �6�K�L�P�H�U�� ������ �,�G�H�D�O�� �S�U�R�W�R�W�\�S�H���� �'�H�À�D�Q�F�H��
�+�R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �D�� �N�L�Q�G�,���� �X�Q�L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G�� �R�E�O�L�T�X�H�� �I�U�R�Q�W�V�W�U�R�N�H��
machine, Travis. Photos © Auktion Team Köln, 
courtesy of Uwe Breker.

B�\���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���W�K�L�V���P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H���U�H�D�F�K�H�V���\�R�X����
�V�R�P�H�� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �5�H�P�L�Q�J�W�R�Q��

�D�Q�G���6�P�L�W�K�%�&�R�U�R�Q�D���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U��
�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���� �I�R�U�P�H�U�O�\�� �K�R�X�V�H�G�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �2�Q-
�R�Q�G�D�J�D�� �*�1���<���+�� �+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�� �$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q����
�Z�L�O�O�� �D�O�U�H�D�G�\�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �V�R�O�G�� �E�\�� �$�X�F�W�L�R�Q��
�7�H�D�P�� �.�|�O�Q���� �0�D�Q�\�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �X�Q-
�K�D�S�S�\���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���P�D�M�R�U���J�U�R�X�S���R�I��
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V���L�V���E�H�L�Q�J���E�U�R�N�H�Q���X�S�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����E�\��
�P�R�V�W���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V�����W�K�H���W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W��
�K�R�X�V�H�G���S�U�R�S�H�U�O�\���D�Q�G���L�W���Z�D�V���Q�H�D�U�O�\���L�P�S�R�V-
�V�L�E�O�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���W�R���L�Q�V�S�H�F�W���W�K�H�P�����8�Z�H��
�%�U�H�N�H�U���Z�U�L�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���Z�K�H�Q���K�H���P�D�Q�D�J�H�G���W�R��
�Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���������������³�W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H��
�D�E�R�X�W���������&���������F�D�U�G�E�R�D�U�G���E�R�[�H�V�����P�R�V�W�O�\��
�K�H�D�Y�L�O�\���G�D�P�D�J�H�G���I�U�R�P���S�R�R�U���V�W�R�U�D�J�H���R�Y�H�U��
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I n our previous issue there was an 
article about the Matouš typewrit-

er—a Czech portable, and moreover 
a rather rare one. Our fellow collec-
tor Št�pán Ku�era found this photo of 
the inventor, Karel Matouš.
 In the article there is talk of a re-
lationship between Matouš and the 
Swiss Hermes �rm. Actually that �rm 
was E. Paillard & Cie S. A., a name 
that dates from 1920. �ey made mu-
sic boxes, phonographs, cameras and 
a lot of other things. �e activities of 
the Paillards have a long history; they 
go back as far as 1814. �e �rm re-
mained in the possession of the family 
until 1945. One hundred years a�er 
Moïse Paillard made his �rst watches, 
they constructed their �rst typewriter, 
the Hermès standard. But it was dur-
ing the crisis in the early 1930s that 
the �rm was looking for other strat-
egies. �ere is where we meet Karel 
Matouš again.
 “Some customers of Mr. Matouš 
asked him to undertake a small production of 
cheap typewriters together with the Hermes 
�rm in 1933,” I wrote in the last ETCetera. 
�at information comes from the Technical 
Museum in Prague. In the same year 1933, E. 
Paillard & Cie S. A. introduced their Hermes 
2000. It is a semi-standard machine on which 
they had worked since 1932.
 We do not know what Matouš actually 

did there in Switzerland. Was he engaged in 
the 2000 model? �ere were plans to make 
a cheap portable, but no data are known. It 
is tempting to think that Matouš had some-
thing to do with such an undertaking, above 
all because of some resemblance between 
the Original Matouš and the later Hermes 
Baby. �at resemblance especially concerns 
the pointed cover of the ribbon spools, and 
one could ask: who in�uenced whom? �ese 

questions have been posed. For there 
are, as the questioners say, more simi-
larities between the two machines, 
such as a comparable shi�-lock mech-
anism, a shi� system that tilts the car-
riage back, and the fact that the paper 
table is connected to the feed rollers. 
But it is all wishful thinking, because 
there is no direct connection between 
the two machines—except maybe for 
the shi�-lock mechanism, where af-
ter the shi� key has been depressed, 
it has to be moved a little to the right 
so that it can catch under a potrud-
ing piece of metal. It appears on the 
Original Matouš machine also, but 
here we are talking about a machine 
that was made ten or more years a�er 
the �rst Hermes Baby (such a mecha-
nism couldn’t be veri�ed for the early 
Matouš portable, because of the inac-
cessibility of the Prague collection at 
the moment). And in the same year 
that the Matouš appeared, 1936, the 
Olympia Filia B came with this device 

too. Inventors were watching each other just 
as carefully in those days as they do now.
 What happened is this: about one year be-
fore the Société Anonyme E. Paillard & Cie. 
�led their �rst two patents in Switzerland, in 
July 1935, they already stood in the German 
patent bureau with the drawings of the ma-
chine as we know it today. It is a very compact 
portable, as can be seen in the picture. It is 

Matouš and the Baby … But who is the Father?
On the Origins of the Hermes Baby

by Jos Legrand

Hermes 2000 #43664 (1939) 
and Baby Featherweight 

#107389 (1937) (Polt coll.)
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square in its proportions, 280 x 280 mm. It is 
a light machine, 7 lbs. 12 oz. (“including steel 
carrying case”). And it was the �attest ma-
chine in its days, the literature says. Almost, I 
would say, next to one: the Matouš portable! 
�e height of the earliest Hermes Babies is 63 
mm (65 with case), the earliest ads speak of 
60. But Karel Matouš came on the scene as 
the sorcerer’s apprentice, so the record of the 
Hermes Baby stands about a year. Matouš’s 
�rst machine from 1936 is as square as the 
Hermes Baby and also measures 280 x 280 
mm (sic!), but its height is 50 mm according 
to the Technical Museum in Prague. It is the 
�rst mechanical laptop, so to speak.
 �e Hermes Baby was placed on the mar-
ket in 1935 and more than 4.5 million of 
them were eventually sold. It was in use espe-
cially by journalists, writers and diplomats be-
cause of its �atness. O�en the name of Ernest 
Hemingway is echoed as the writer using a 
Hermes Baby, accenting the cult status of the 
Baby, but actually it was Lee Miller, his wife, 
who typed on it.
 �e �rm patented the Baby in several coun-
tries, and there sometimes the name of the in-
ventor is mentioned: Giuseppe Prezioso from 
Yverdon in Switzerland, where the factory 
stood. According to Cardelli, Prezioso’s de-
sign dates from 1932, but this claim couldn’t 
be veri�ed. Anyway, he got his credit, but 
what about Matouš’s contribution? We do 
not know. But this is only half of the story.
 Presumably in February or March 1934 
another typewriter inventor knocked on the 
door of the Paillard �rm. His name was Otto 
Haas. Haas was an engineer who worked for 
the German Archo Company. For them he 
developed a portable typewriter, although 
the patent was granted under his name. Be-
sides being light in weight, such a machine 
had to be compact in its construction. Haas 
even dreamed of schoolboys with his ma-
chine in their schoolbags on their back. �e 
patent was delivered to the German patent of-
�ce in March 1933. According to Ernst Mar-
tin, Haas would have liked his invention to be 
fabricated by E. Paillard & Cie. in Yverdon. 

“�e model was tested and an opinion about 
it was given, but a contract did not come to 
pass. However, a year later the Hermes Baby 
appeared on the market.” Now we know that 
it only took four to �ve months for the �rm to 
construct the Baby.
 A short look at the machine in Haas’s pat-
ent shows a remarkable resemblance of the 
compactness of its outward form (“�e ar-
rangement provides a portable typewriter of 

Haas patent 1933

low overall height”) and the mutual position 
of several important elements, such as keys 
and platen, with that of the Hermes Baby. 
But there are di�erences too, especially con-
cerning the keylever connection rods. (To 
be fair: Haas was not the �rst one to invent 
such a compact construction. Already in 1916 
Charles W. Barnaby from Richmond �led a 
similar device in the United States.)
 A�er his little disaster Haas developed 
the Patria portable, also a Swiss machine. It 
appeared on the market in 1936, one year af-
ter the Baby. In that year Karel Matouš was 
almost ready with his own machine. Did he 
take something from the Hermes Baby? Its 
�atness maybe, and the idea of the connect-
ing rod. But as for that, both machines are 
indebted to the Patria prototype. In any case, 
the transmission from keystroke to the inter-
mediate lever mechanism is totally di�erent 
for the three machines. You could say that 
Matouš endorses some principles of the Baby 
construction, but the patent for the Hermes 
Baby concerns a solid, “sti�” construction of 
the frame, while Matouš’s patent especially 
aims at the assembling and disassembling 
of the various parts and a cheap production. 
Maybe it is because of the Hermes patent that 
the Original Matouš portable di�ers so much, 
with its side gliders to make the machine 
more stable. It is also speculative to presup-
pose a relation between the two machines just 
because they share a shi� system that tilts the 
carriage back, and a paper table connected to 
the feed rollers. �ese ideas had already been 
employed for more than a decade (apart from 
standard machines like the Burnett and the 
shi� Bar-Lock). �e Bing typewriter is an 
example, but also the earlier Mitex and Tell 
and their descendants, the Bar-Let portables 
1 and 2. However, all these tilting systems, in-
cluding the Hermes Baby and the Matouš, to-
tally di�er from each other in their carriage 
slide mechanisms and their suspension.
 �ere remain the sharp spool covers. In lit-
erature there seems to be a misunderstanding 
about the chronology of the various models of 
the Hermes Baby. But the �rst one to appear 
was the model with the visible ribbon spools 
and the rectangular front connecting bar (se-
rial numbering starting from 60000). �at 
early Baby does not have any resemblance to 

the (early) Matouš portable (except for its �at-
ness), nor to the (later) Original Matouš. As for 
the presumed similarity between that Origi-
nal Matouš and the later series of Hermes 
Babies—and that concerns the pointed cover 
above the ribbon spools—I must point again 
to the di�erence in construction between 
the two machines. �e Hermes cover is one 
piece of shaped sheet metal, with two sepa-
rate movable pointed spool covers. �e frame 
of the Original Matouš is made in two parts, 
the piece underneath and the cover. �e trend 
towards such pointed covering could be seen 
already in the Olympia Filia from 1934, and 
is more articulated in the second model of 
the Bar-Let portable from 1936. �e later 
Jubilee Hermes Baby with the pointed cover 
(the “Madonna corset-cover”) did not reach 

the market before August 1940. �e Original 
Matouš appeared in the later 1940s. Hermes 
and Madonna—it sounds like a classical dra-
ma. But it wasn’t, on the contrary. �e �rm 
baptized the machine “Jubiläum” (jubilee 
model) �ve years a�er its introduction on 
the market—but that was not the reason for 
its name: the �rm had existed 125 years then, 
and there they had a real reason for a jubilee. 
Almost a million Jubilee Babies were sold.
 �e Hermes Baby was manufactured in sev-
eral countries, and the machine is known un-
der various names related to these production 
spots. �ey also had special names for other 
markets, like Hermes Baby S that turned up 
in France, or Hermes Featherweight in the 
USA since 1936. (Because of its old body, 
the high serial number of a Hermes Baby S, 
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#191750, brings confusion. It doesn’t �t into 
the o�cial numbering for earliest series.) We 
do not know why the Paillard �rm set up fac-
tories abroad, but all these machines follow 
the Hermes Baby production line. �ey got 
their own names: Empire Baby, Aristocrat, 
FK Mala. �e British Empire was a licensed 
Hermes Baby, manufactured since 1936 in 
the factories of Geo. Salter & Co. in West 
Bromwich in the United Kingdom. Herman 
Price noticed the following participants in 
ownership as chronologically mentioned on 
the machines themselves: Geo. Salter & Co. 
for �e Blick Typewriter Co., Ltd. (< # 1357), 
Geo. Salter & Co. for British Typewriters Ltd. 
(< # 3612), British Typewriters Ltd., and later 
machines without references to the legal li-
censee. �e following names are known: Em-
pire, Baby Empire, Baby Empire de luxe, Em-
pire Aristocrat. �ere was also a Polish plant 
and an Italian one. Artur Nierychlewski has 
brought in information about the Polish FK 
Mala (the “small FK”) on Will Davis’ web site. 
It is there that something is said about an Ital-
ian Baby. Since 1950 Montana SpA are sup-
posed to have fabricated their Montana Luxe 
in Turin. But there are much earlier machines 
made in Italy.
 So you can have an impression of a later 
Baby (the “Madonna” version) I show you my 
Ala, never before listed as a name variant, and 
only because it was not published before. It 
has serial number 3844. �is Ala is an Italian 
(licensed) product, made during the Second 
World War, and accordingly has the fasces, the 
Italian fascist symbol, within its trademark. 
Ala means “wing” in  Italian, which �ts per-
fectly within the fascist/futurist movement of 
those days, in which the blessings of the new 
era were incorporated. �e machine is miss-
ing a line space lever, which was introduced 
earlier in the Baby, and the margin release key 
was also dispensed with. Few were made. But 
there is also an earlier version of the Ala simi-
lar to the �rst Hermes Baby and again never 
before shown (#2315), so you can see them 
both right now. According to Burghagen’s 
list, the Ala was made for the Italian market 
right from the start in 1935. �e early Ala, i.e. 
the version of the earliest Hermes Baby, dates 
from before September 1938. 
 In September 1938 an improved model of 
the Hermes Baby came out with a more sym-
metrical frame and keyboard, due to an add-
ed margin release key; it started with serial 
number 142201. A further improvement is 
an automatic ribbon-reverse. Also mentioned 
are four service keys in grey, a scale, margin 

Abo�e: Hermes
Baby, 1938 version 
(Horstink collection)

Right: Ala, early 
version, #2315
(Horstink collection) 

Bottom: Ala, later
version, #3844  
(Legrand collection)

stops with red arrows, a second line stop and 
two ribbon guides on the side. Starting with 
#155301, the machine got another line space 
lever. Jaap Horstink found other minor dif-
ferences—such as strengthening pro�les for 
the frame, a di�erent frame assembly con-
struction, a paper rail with stripes, a bent ar-
row on the back space key, and another car-
riage release lever. 
 �e Jubilee model came out halfway 
through 1940, starting with #200501, ac-
cording to the company (Burghagen erro-
neously lists # 203251). New was the platen 
guidance by rollers instead of ball bearings. 
A�er #210501 the new “corset” cover is men-
tioned, in addition to line spacing, paper re-
lease lever, paper support, shi� lock, ribbon 
guide and other things.
 Conclusion: Prezioso is the mother of the 
Hermes Baby, Otto Haas the father, and 
their Baby was given birth with the help of 
Karel Matouš. Of the very �rst Hermes series, 
140,500 machines were made. So you can �nd 
one if you want to. ±
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�� �*�L�Y�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�X�V�H�X�P�� �K�D�V�� ���������������� �R�E-
�M�H�F�W�V�����D�Q�G���R�Q�O�\�������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���D�U�H���R�Q��
�G�L�V�S�O�D�\���D�W���D�Q�\���R�Q�H���W�L�P�H�����W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���V�R��
�P�D�Q�\�� �E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O�� �D�Q�G�� �U�D�U�H�� �D�Q�W�L�T�X�H�� �W�\�S�H-
�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V�� �D�U�H�� �N�H�S�W�� �O�R�F�N�H�G�� �D�Z�D�\�� �L�V�� �X�Q�G�H�U-
�V�W�D�Q�G�D�E�O�H�����L�I���J�D�O�O�L�Q�J��
�� �:�K�H�Q�� �&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �J�D�Y�H�� �6�\�G�Q�H�\�� �F�R�O�O�H�F-
�W�R�U�� �5�L�F�K�D�U�G�� �$�P�H�U�\�� �D�Q�G�� �P�\�V�H�O�I�� �D�� �W�R�X�U��
�R�I���W�K�H���Y�D�X�O�W�V���L�Q���O�D�W�H���-�X�O�\�����W�K�H���W�K�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W��
�V�W�U�X�F�N���X�V���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���V�R���P�X�F�K���Z�K�D�W���Z�D�V���L�Q��
�V�W�R�U�D�J�H�����D�V���W�K�D�W���Q�R���H�q�R�U�W���K�D�V���H�Y�H�U���E�H�H�Q��

�P�D�G�H�� �Z�K�D�W�V�R�H�Y�H�U�� �W�R�� �U�H�V�W�R�U�H�� �W�K�H��
�W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V�����1�R�U���Z�L�O�O���W�K�H�U�H���E�H���R�Q�H��
�� �,�W���L�V���3�R�Z�H�U�K�R�X�V�H���S�R�O�L�F�\���Q�R�W���W�R��
�D�W�W�H�P�S�W���W�R���G�R���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q��
�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�� �V�L�J�Q�V�� �R�I�� �F�R�U�U�R�V�L�R�Q���� �7�K�H��
�W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V���D�U�H���N�H�S�W�����R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����L�Q��
�D�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���� �E�R�[�H�G��
�D�Q�G�� �K�D�Q�G�O�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �H�[�W�U�H�P�H�� �F�D�U�H��
�*�V�R�I�W�� �Z�K�L�W�H�� �J�O�R�Y�H�V�� �R�Q�O�\���� �W�K�D�Q�N�� �\�R�X��
�Y�H�U�\���P�X�F�K���+��
�� �%�X�W�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �D�� �G�H�J�U�H�D�V�H�� �R�U�� �O�X�E�H��
�R�U�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �F�O�H�D�Q�%�X�S�� �P�L�J�K�W�� �V�H�H�P��
�D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���� �Q�R�Q�H�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �J�L�Y�H�Q����

�%�\���D�Q�G���O�D�U�J�H�����W�K�H���W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V���U�H�P�D�L�Q���L�Q��
�W�K�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���P�X�V�H�X�P���U�H-
�F�H�L�Y�H�G���W�K�H�P��
�� �7�K�H�� �6�K�R�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �*�O�L�G�G�H�Q�� �D�S�S�H�D�U�V�� �W�R��
�K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���J�L�Y�H�Q���D���G�X�V�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D���E�L�W���R�I��
�V�S�L�W�� �D�Q�G�� �S�R�O�L�V�K�� �I�R�U�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �G�L�V�S�O�D�\�� �S�X�U-
�S�R�V�H�V���� �E�X�W���V�L�J�Q�V���R�I�� �S�D�L�Q�W���Z�H�D�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�D�E�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���N�H�\�V���D�U�H���D�O�O���W�R�R���R�E�Y�L�R�X�V�����7�K�H��
�6�K�R�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �*�O�L�G�G�H�Q�� �Z�D�V�� �J�L�I�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H��
�P�X�V�H�X�P���E�\���&�K�D�U�W�U�H�V�����D���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���Z�K�L�F�K��
�L�P�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �5�H�P�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �&�R�U�R�Q�D�V��
�L�Q�W�R���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D���L�Q���W�K�H�����������V���D�Q�G�������V��
�� �7�R���$�P�H�U�\�¶�V���G�H�O�L�J�K�W�����W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�Q���,�P�S�H-
�U�L�D�O���*�R�R�G���&�R�P�S�D�Q�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q����
�E�X�W���R�Q�H���Z�K�L�F�K�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�K�L�I�W���N�H�\�����W�\�S�H�V��
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �6�K�D�Y�L�D�Q�� �S�K�R�Q�H�W�L�F�� �D�O�S�K�D�E�H�W���� �F�U�H-
�D�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �.�L�Q�J�V�O�H�\�� �5�H�D�G�� �L�Q�� �D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H��
�Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �R�I�� �*�H�R�U�J�H�� �%�H�U�Q�D�U�G�� �6�K�D�Z����
�7�K�H�U�H�� �D�U�H�� �D�O�V�R�� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �-�D�S�D�Q�H�V�H��
�F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V���� �D�Q�G�� �D�Q�� �8�Q�G�H�U-
�Z�R�R�G���Z�K�L�F�K���W�\�S�H�V���5�X�V�V�L�D�Q��
 ETCetera���U�H�D�G�H�U�V���Z�K�R���Y�L�H�Z���W�K�H���3�R�Z-
�H�U�K�R�X�V�H���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���G�L�V�D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���D�W��
�W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W�O�\�� �E�O�D�F�N�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�K�L�W�H�� �D�Q�G�� �R�I�W�H�Q��
�Y�H�U�\�� �J�U�D�L�Q�\�� �L�P�D�J�H�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�\��
�G�H�W�D�L�O�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V���� �7�K�H�� �S�K�R�W�R-
�J�U�D�S�K�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �W�D�N�H�Q�� �L�Q�� �D�� �U�D�S�L�G�� �F�D�W�D�O�R�J�X-
�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �0�X�V�H�X�P�� �R�I�� �$�S-
�S�O�L�H�G���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H�¶�V���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���X�Q�K�R�X�V�H�G���E�X�W��
�D�O�U�H�D�G�\�� �Y�D�V�W�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�D�V�� �P�R�Y�H�G�� �W�R��
�W�K�H���R�O�G���8�O�W�L�P�R���S�R�Z�H�U���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q������������
�� �6�D�G�O�\���� �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���� �Z�K�H�Q�� �R�Q�H�� �O�R�R�N�V��
�R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �W�Z�R�� �+�D�O�O�V���� �W�K�H��
�(�G�H�O�P�D�Q�Q���� �G�H�F�R�U�D�W�H�G���&�K�L�F�D�J�R���� �W�K�H���&�D-
�O�L�J�U�D�S�K�V���� �5�H�P�%�6�K�R���� �W�K�H�� �W�Z�R�� �/�D�P�E�H�U�W�V����
�)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q���� �:�R�U�O�G���� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���� �&�R�O�X�P�E�L�D��
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Australia’s house of 
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Curator Matthew Connell with “texts” of two 
eras: an ancient clay tablet and a 1980s digital 

tape.  (Photo: Sydney Morning Herald)
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�D�Q�G���,�G�H�D�O�����W�K�H�U�H���L�V���O�L�W�W�O�H���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���W�R���I�X�O-
�O�\���D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H���M�X�V�W���K�R�Z���P�D�J�Q�L�¿�F�H�Q�W���W�K�H�\��
�O�R�R�N���L�Q���U�H�D�O�L�W�\��
�� �6�R�P�H�R�Q�H�� �R�Q�F�H�� �Z�U�R�W�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�� �O�D�U�J�H��
�S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H�� �R�I�� �V�H�U�L�R�X�V�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�� �F�R�O-
�O�H�F�W�R�U�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �8�6�� �R�Q�O�\�� �J�R�� �K�X�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U��
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V���W�K�D�W���G�R�Q�¶�W���O�R�R�N���O�L�N�H���W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W-
�H�U�V���� �3�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�O�\���� �,�� �I�R�X�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W��
�K�D�U�G�� �W�R�� �D�F�F�H�S�W���� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\�� �Q�H�Z��
�W�R���W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���D��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V�� �Z�H�U�H���� �F�H�U-
�W�D�L�Q�O�\�� �E�\�� �F�R�P�S�D�U�L�V�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�� �%�U�L�W�D�L�Q���D�Q�G��
�&�R�Q�W�L�Q�H�Q�W�D�O���(�X�U�R�S�H�����V�O�R�Z���L�Q���D�U�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q��
�D�Q�\���U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V��
�� �+�D�Y�L�Q�J�� �V�H�H�Q�� �Z�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �3�R�Z�H�U�K�R�X�V�H��
�K�D�V�� �L�Q�� �L�W�V�� �Y�D�X�O�W�V���� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �K�D�V�� �F�R�P-
�S�O�H�W�H�O�\���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���P�\���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�����,���Q�H�Y�H�U���U�H-
�D�O�O�\�� �N�Q�H�Z�� �M�X�V�W�� �K�R�Z�� �E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W-
�H�U�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���W�K�H�V�H���Z�H�U�H���X�Q�W�L�O���,���K�D�G���V�H�H�Q��
�W�K�H�P���³�L�Q���W�K�H���À�H�V�K�´�����D�V���L�W���Z�H�U�H��
�� �(�7�&�$�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �Z�K�R�� �D�U�H�� �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J��
�W�R���Y�L�V�L�W���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D���D�Q�G���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���V�H�H��
�W�K�H�� �I�X�O�O�� �3�R�Z�H�U�K�R�X�V�H�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �V�K�R�X�O�G��
�F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�� �0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�� �&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�� �Z�H�O�O�� �L�Q�� �D�G-
�Y�D�Q�F�H���� �D�W��matthewc@phm.gov.au���� �7�K�H��
�I�X�O�O�� �3�R�Z�H�U�K�R�X�V�H�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q��
�F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �Y�L�H�Z�H�G�� �D�W��tinyurl.com/2gbl9u����
�)�R�U���D�Q�\���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H��
�3�R�Z�H�U�K�R�X�V�H�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�U�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V��
�L�Q���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�����F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���5�R�E�H�U�W���0�H�V�V�H�Q�J�H�U��
at rmesseng@bigpond.net.au����±

Richard Amery

Top 20 Typewriters in the Powerhouse Collection  
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�7�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R�� �X�V�H�� �S�R�U�W�D�E�O�H�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V��
�W�R�G�D�\�� �H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�O�\�� �D�V�� �W�R�R�O�V�� �*�D�V�� �F�R�P-

�S�D�U�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R�� �V�L�P�S�O�\�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�+��
�D�U�H�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �I�D�V�F�L�Q�D�W�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�S�D�U-
�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�R�X�F�K�� �R�U�� �³�I�H�H�O�´�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V��
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V�����,�W���L�V���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Y�H���W�R���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�H��
�W�K�H�� �S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �P�D�L�Q�V�W�U�H�D�P�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�V��
�J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�� �L�Q�� �S�R�U�W�D�E�O�H�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W-
�H�U�V���I�R�U���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G��
�� �7�K�H���H�D�U�O�L�H�V�W���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���V�P�D�O�O���W�\�S�H�E�D�U��
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �&�R�U�R�Q�D���� �W�K�H�� �6�X�Q��
�6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���� �W�K�H�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �3�R�U�W�H�[�� �H�P-
�S�O�R�\�H�G�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\�� �I�X�O�O�%�O�H�Q�J�W�K�� �N�H�\�� �O�H�Y�H�U�V��
�K�L�Q�J�H�G�� �Q�H�D�U�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �G�U�R�Y�H��
�W�K�H���W�\�S�H�E�D�U�V���X�S�Z�D�U�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W-
�L�Q�J���O�L�Q�N�����7�K�L�V���V�L�P�S�O�H�����H�[�S�H�G�L�H�Q�W���W�\�S�H���R�I��
�G�H�V�L�J�Q���Z�D�V���H�D�V�\���W�R���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�����L�Q���W�H�U�P�V��
�R�I���E�R�W�K���F�R�P�S�O�H�[�L�W�\���D�Q�G���F�R�V�W�����Z�K�H�Q���F�R�P-
�S�D�U�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�� �³�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H�´�� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V����
�D�Q�G�� �D�O�V�R�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�� �D�� �V�R�O�L�G�� �E�O�R�Z�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�W�\�S�H���V�R���W�K�D�W���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���J�R�R�G���D�Q�G���L�Q��
�V�R�P�H�� �F�D�V�H�V�� �V�W�H�Q�F�L�O�� �F�X�W�W�L�Q�J�� �Z�D�V�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H����
�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �L�Q�� �W�H�U�P�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Q�R�Z�%�Y�D�X�Q�W�H�G��
�W�R�X�F�K�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���� �W�K�H�� �T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �Z�D�V��
�L�Q���I�D�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H���S�U�L�P�L�W�L�Y�H���V�L�G�H���� �W�R���V�D�\�� �W�K�H��
�O�H�D�V�W�����D�Q�G���L�W���L�V���Q�R�W���W�R�R���X�Q�N�L�Q�G���W�R���V�D�\���W�K�D�W��
�P�D�Q�\�� �W�\�S�L�V�W�V�� �W�R�G�D�\�� �S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�� �V�X�F�K�� �R�O�G��
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �L�Q�W�H�Q�W�� �W�R�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�� �F�R�S�\��
�R�Q���W�K�H�P���R�Q�O�\���W�R���¿�Q�G���W�K�H�P���O�D�W�H�U���U�H�O�H�J�D�W-
�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���V�K�H�O�I��
�� �,�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V�����W�K�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q��
�D�W�� �W�K�L�V�� �W�L�P�H�� �D�O�P�R�V�W�� �L�Q�Y�D�U�L�D�E�O�\�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G��
�H�L�W�K�H�U���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���O�H�Y�H�U���R�U���H�O�V�H���D�Q���L�Q-
�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���F�U�D�Q�N���W�R���W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�W���W�K�H���U�R�X�J�K-
�O�\�� �Y�H�U�W�L�F�D�O�� �D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �*�R�U�� �D�W�� �O�H�D�V�W�� �D�U�F�X�D�W�H�� �L�Q��
�U�H�V�S�H�F�W���W�R���W�K�H���I�X�O�F�U�X�P�+���R�I���W�K�H���N�H�\���O�H�Y�H�U��
�W�R���W�K�H���*�Q�R�U�P�D�O�O�\���������G�H�J�U�H�H�+���D�U�F�X�D�W�H���P�R-
�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���W�\�S�H�E�D�U�V�����,�Q���W�K�H���F�D�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���/����
�6�����%�X�U�U�L�G�J�H���S�D�W�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�L�F�K���V�H�H�P���W�R���K�D�Y�H��
�O�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�G�H�U�Z�R�R�G�� �S�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���� �V�X�F�K�� �D��

          by Will DavisPortables, ETCetera
�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���G�H�Y�L�V�H�G��
�D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K�� �L�W�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�� �D��
�I�X�U�W�K�H�U���L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���O�L�Q�N��
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �E�H�O�O�� �F�U�D�Q�N�� �D�Q�G��
�W�\�S�H�E�D�U�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H�� �X�S�� �W�K�H��
�G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���*�W�K�H���S�R�L�Q�W���E�H�L�Q�J��
�F�R�P�S�D�F�W�Q�H�V�V���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��
�F�U�D�Q�N���W�R�R���I�D�U���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���W�R��
�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\�� �W�R�� �W�K�H��
�W�\�S�H�E�D�U�+��
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�W�R���D�V���D���S�R�U�W�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�L�Q�J�V��
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�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V�����F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���V�X�F�K���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H��
�O�H�Y�H�U�� �D�V�� �H�P�S�O�R�\�H�G�� �L�Q�� �O�D�U�J�H�U�� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V����
�Z�L�W�K���D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���W�\�S�H�E�D�U���D�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Q�R��
�I�X�U�W�K�H�U�� �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�Q�J�� �O�L�Q�N���� �7�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �Q�R�� �V�X�U-
�S�U�L�V�H�����L�Q���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���Z�R�U�N���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q��
���������� �E�\��Typewriter Topics���� �D�� �Z�H�O�O�%�N�Q�R�Z�Q��
�E�X�W�� �X�Q�Q�D�P�H�G�� �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�R�U�� �L�V�� �T�X�R�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �G�L�V-
�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�G�H�U�Z�R�R�G���D�V���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W��
�W�K�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q���R�I���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���O�H�Y�H�U���Z�D�V��
�W�K�H�� �J�U�H�D�W�H�V�W�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W-
�H�U�V�� �*�H�Y�H�Q�� �E�H�\�R�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �R�I�� �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H�� �Z�U�L�W-
�L�Q�J���+�� �:�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�R�U�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �Q�D�P�H�G����
�H�Q�R�X�J�K�� �K�L�Q�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �J�L�Y�H�Q�� �W�R�� �L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�� �W�K�D�W��
�&�K�D�U�O�H�V�� �6�S�L�U�R�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �V�S�H�D�N�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�R�V�H��
�Z�R�U�G�V�� �D�Q�G�� �K�L�V�� �S�D�W�H�Q�W�� �I�R�U�� �Z�K�D�W�� �E�H�F�D�P�H��
�W�K�H�� �*�R�X�U�O�D�Q�G���� �¿�O�H�G�� �L�Q�� �-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� ������������
�V�H�H�P�V���W�R���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H���W�K�D�W���*�U�R�X�J�K�+���L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
�Z�D�V���W�K�H���V�L�Q�F�H�U�H�V�W���I�R�U�P���R�I���À�D�W�W�H�U�\����
�� �7�K�L�V�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�� �U�R�X�J�K�O�\��
�F�R�U�U�H�O�D�W�H�V�� �D�F�U�R�V�V�� �W�K�H�� �V�S�D�Q�� �R�I�� �S�R�S�X�O�D�U��
�S�R�U�W�D�E�O�H�V���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �J�R�W�� �W�D�O�O�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �K�H�D�Y�L�H�U��
�D�V���E�H�W�W�H�U���W�\�S�L�Q�J���D�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���E�X�L�O�W���L�Q�����&�R-
�U�R�Q�D���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���L�W�V���&�R�U�R�Q�D���)�R�X�U�����X�V-
�L�Q�J���I�X�O�O���O�H�Q�J�W�K���N�H�\���O�H�Y�H�U�V���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L-
�D�W�H���O�L�Q�N�&�F�U�D�Q�N�&�¿�Q�D�O���O�L�Q�N���W�R���W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�W���N�H�\��
�D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �W�\�S�H�E�D�U���� �D�Q�G�� �V�H�F�X�U�H�G�� �D�� �Y�D�V�W�O�\��
�L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�G�� �I�H�H�O�� �D�V�� �D�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �N�H�H�S�L�Q�J��
�D���V�W�X�U�G�\���E�O�R�Z�����5�R�\�D�O�¶�V�������������H�Q�W�U�\���W�R���W�K�H��
�¿�H�O�G���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�G���D�Q���D�F�W�L�R�Q���T�X�L�W�H���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���W�R��
�W�K�H���1�R�����������P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���5�R�\�D�O���Z�D�V���V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���I�R�U��
�R�w�F�H�� �X�V�H���� �W�R�� �W�K�L�V�� �D�X�W�K�R�U���� �W�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �D�P�R�Q�J��
�W�K�H�� �E�H�V�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�U�O�\�� �S�R�U�W�D�E�O�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �L�W�V��
�V�Q�D�S�S�\���D�Q�G���F�U�L�V�S���D�F�W�L�R�Q��
�� �,�Q�� �I�D�F�W���� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�� �E�D�V�L�F�� �G�H�V�F�U�L�S-

�W�L�R�Q�� �F�R�Y�H�U�V�� �D�� �Y�D�V�W�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �S�R�U�W�D�E�O�H�V��
�E�X�L�O�W�� �R�Y�H�U�� �P�D�Q�\�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �*�D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�H�Q�W�V���+��
�D�Q�G���P�D�N�H�V�����7�K�H���R�Q�O�\���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O��
�U�H�¿�Q�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���V�R���I�D�U���D�V���W�\�S�L�Q�J���I�H�H�O���L�V���F�R�Q-
�F�H�U�Q�H�G�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O��
�N�H�\���D�F�W�L�R�Q���*�L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���N�H�\���W�R�S���P�R�Y�H�V��
�V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�� �G�R�Z�Q�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�R�W��
�L�Q�� �D�Q�� �D�U�F�+���� �7�K�H�� �%�D�U�U�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�� �V�H�H�P�V��
�W�R�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�� �L�Q�� �D�Q�\��
�Q�X�P�E�H�U�����W�K�H���/���&�����6�P�L�W�K���	���&�R�U�R�Q�D���O�D�U�J�H��
�S�R�U�W�D�E�O�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G�� �D�� �I�H�Z�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �O�D�W-
�H�U�� �Z�H�U�H�� �S�H�U�K�D�S�V�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�V�W���� �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\�� �W�K�H��
�P�R�V�W�� �Z�L�G�H�O�\�� �V�R�O�G�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �O�R�W���� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�G�H�H�G��
�V�R�P�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W�� �S�R�S�X�O�D�U�� �S�R�U�W�D�E�O�H�V�� �R�I��
�D�O�O���W�L�P�H���*�D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���Z�H���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���I�R�U�J�H�W���W�K�H��
�*�H�U�P�D�Q�� �(�U�L�N�D�� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �O�D�V�W�H�G��
�O�R�Q�J�H�U�� �W�K�D�Q�� �D�Q�\�� �R�W�K�H�U�V���� �D�Q�G�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �D�O�V�R��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�� �D�� �V�L�P�L�O�D�U�� �S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O�� �N�H�\�� �D�F�W�L�R�Q�+����
�2�Q�O�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���U�H�G�X�F�H���F�R�V�W�V���W�K�D�W��
�P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�H�G�� �L�W�V�H�O�I�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� ���������V�� �G�L�G�� �W�K�H��
�Q�H�Z�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�V�� �E�H�J�L�Q�� �W�R�� �V�L�P�S�O�L�I�\�� �W�K�H�� �N�H�\��
�O�H�Y�H�U�� ���� �W�\�S�H�E�D�U�� �S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H����
�P�X�F�K�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�W�U�L�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �I�H�H�O���� �L�Q��
�I�D�F�W�����W�K�H���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V���F�R�Q�F�H�L�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���P�L�G-
�G�O�H���R�I���W�K�D�W���G�H�F�D�G�H���Z�H�U�H���V�R���U�H�W�U�R�J�U�D�G�H���L�Q��
�W�K�D�W���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�G���D�Q�G���L�Q��
�P�D�Q�\�� �F�D�V�H�V�� �G�U�R�S�S�H�G�� �E�H�O�R�Z�� �W�K�H�� �O�H�Y�H�O�� �R�I��
�W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\���&�R�U�R�Q�D���H�W���D�O���%�V�W�\�O�H���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V��
�� �7�K�L�V���L�V���R�Q�O�\���W�K�H���E�U�L�H�I�H�V�W���D�Q�G���V�L�P�S�O�H�V�W��
�F�R�Y�H�U�D�J�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �N�H�\�� �O�H-
�Y�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �W�\�S�H�E�D�U�� �P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�P�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q���� �L�W��
�L�V�� �P�\�� �K�R�S�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �Q�H�Z�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�R�U�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �X�V�H��
�W�K�L�V�� �D�V�� �L�P�S�H�W�X�V�� �W�R�� �U�H�D�O�O�\�� �H�[�D�P�L�Q�H�� �W�K�H�L�U��
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V�'�E�R�W�K�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �W�K�H�\�� �O�L�N�H�� �D�Q�G��
�W�K�R�V�H���W�K�H�\���G�L�V�O�L�N�H�'�W�R���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���W�R���L�Q�Y�H�V-
�W�L�J�D�W�H���Z�K�\���D���J�L�Y�H�Q���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���K�D�V���D���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q��
�I�H�H�O����±

Above: 1904 Frank Rose patent #754242 for 
the Standard Folding (later Corona). Left: 
1921 Charles Spiro patent #1391020 for the 
Gourland.
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�$�Q���H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F���L�Q�G�H�[���W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�"���$�W���O�H�I�W���Z�H���¿�Q�G���D�Q���L�Q�W�U�L�J�X�L�Q�J���L�W�H�P���I�U�R�P��Modern 
Mechanics�����-�X�O�\���������������7�K�H���H�F�F�H�Q�W�U�L�F���G�H�V�L�J�Q���L�V���U�H�P�L�Q�L�V�F�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���,�Q�G�H�[���9�L�V-

�L�E�O�H���*�V�H�H��ETCetera���Q�R���������+�����L�W���V�H�H�P�V���W�K�D�W���D���S�H�Q���D�W�W�D�F�K�H�G���W�R���D���F�R�U�G���W�X�U�Q�V���W�K�H���W�\�S�H-
�Z�K�H�H�O���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�U�U�H�F�W���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�D�W�H�V���D�Q���H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���G�R�H�V��
�W�K�H���W�\�S�L�Q�J�����2�Q�O�\���R�Q�H���V�S�H�F�L�P�H�Q���R�I���W�K�H���,�Q�G�H�[���9�L�V�L�E�O�H���L�V���N�Q�R�Z�Q���W�R���K�D�Y�H���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�H�G����
�D�Q�G���Q�R�Q�H���*�,���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�+���R�I���W�K�H���3�D�O�O�D�W�R�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W�O�\���Z�D�V���Q�H�Y�H�U���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O�O�\��
�S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�����7�K�H���G�H�Y�L�F�H���L�V�����R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���L�Q���(�U�Q�V�W���0�D�U�W�L�Q�¶�V���H�Q�F�\�F�O�R�S�H�G�L�F��Die 
Schreibmaschine und ihre Entwicklungsgeschichte�����0�D�U�W�L�Q���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V�����³�7�K�H���0�L�J�Q�R�Q��
�Z�D�V���H�O�H�F�W�U�L�¿�H�G���H�Y�H�Q���H�D�U�O�L�H�U�����E�X�W���L�W���Q�H�Y�H�U���U�H�D�F�K�H�G���I�D�F�W�R�U�\���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���H�L�W�K�H�U�����7�K�L�V��
�V�R�U�W�� �R�I�� �L�Q�G�H�[�� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�� �F�D�Q�¶�W�� �V�W�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�W�K�� �N�H�\�E�R�D�U�G�� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V����
�H�Y�H�Q���Z�K�H�Q���H�O�H�F�W�U�L�¿�H�G���´
�� �7�K�H���J�O�R�Y�H���W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U���V�W�R�U�\���L�V���I�U�R�P��Modern Mechanix���*�Q�R�Z���Z�L�W�K���P�R�G�H�U�Q���V�S�H�O�O-
�L�Q�J���+�����0�D�\���������������:�H���F�D�Q���R�Q�O�\���D�V�N���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���L�Q���Z�R�Q�G�H�U���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�H���D�Q�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V��
�³�7�\�U�R�O�L�D�Q���P�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W�´���W�R�R�N���L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���3�H�W�H�U���0�L�W�W�H�U�K�R�I�H�U�����W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W���7�\�U�R-
�O�H�D�Q�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�� �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�R�U���� �³�7�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�V�� �W�R�� �U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���R�w�F�H�� �W�\�S�H-
�Z�U�L�W�H�U�´�"���6�X�U�H�O�\���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U�¶�V���W�R�Q�J�X�H���P�X�V�W���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���¿�U�P�O�\���L�Q���F�K�H�H�N����
�� �7�K�D�Q�N�V���W�R���)�O�D�Y�L�R���0�D�Q�W�H�O�O�L���I�R�U���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���L�W�H�P�V. ±

�$�W�� �U�L�J�K�W�� �Z�H�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�� �W�\�S�L�F�D�O�� �R�I-
�¿�F�H�� �V�F�H�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� ���������V���� �I�U�R�P��

�D�Q�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�� �S�K�R�W�R�� �N�L�Q�G�O�\�� �O�H�Q�W�� �W�R��
ETCetera���E�\���)�U�D�Q�N���/�L�Q�G�D�X�H�U����
�� �7�K�H�� �V�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�� �Z�L�W�K�� �E�R�E�E�H�G�� �K�D�L�U��
�V�H�H�P�V���W�R���E�H���W�D�N�L�Q�J���V�K�R�U�W�K�D�Q�G���G�L�F-
�W�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���E�R�V�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�D�Q-
�G�O�H�V�W�L�F�N�� �S�K�R�Q�H�� �R�Q�� �K�L�V�� �G�H�V�N���� �7�Z�R��
�'�L�F�W�D�S�K�R�Q�H���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V�����Z�L�W�K���V�W�R�U�D�J�H��
�I�R�U���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���Z�D�[���F�\�O�L�Q�G�H�U�V�����D�U�H��
�U�H�D�G�\�� �W�R�� �U�R�O�O�� �E�X�W�� �D�U�H�� �Q�R�W�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\��
�L�Q���X�V�H����
�� �2�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�L�W�W�O�H�� �W�\�S�L�V�W�¶�V�� �G�H�V�N�� �Z�H��
�¿�Q�G�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �J�U�H�D�W�� �W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U��
�Z�R�U�N�K�R�U�V�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���G�D�\�����W�K�H���L�P�P�R�U-
�W�D�O�� �5�R�\�D�O�� �1�R���� �������� �Z�L�W�K�� �L�W�V�� �I�D�P�R�X�V��
�J�O�D�V�V���S�D�Q�H�O�V���R�Q���W�K�H���V�L�G�H����±
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Ephemera by Peter Weil

Our window into typewriter history this issue 
is literally the celluloid that made possible 

the widespread use of advertising pinbacks, a type 
of “badge” touting typewriters from lapels and 
blouses for the �rst quarter century a�er 1893. 
 Whitehead and Hoag Co. is the “signed” man-
ufacturer of all but two of the pinbacks discussed 
here, the one for the Oliver Printype and the 
bronze one for the Fox. Given the celluloid cover 
so characteristic of its products on the Oliver pin, 
it probably was also made by the company. 
 Founded in Newark, New Jersey, in 1892 by 
Benjamin S. Whitehead and his friend Chester 
R. Hoag, the �rm entered the �eld of advertising 
through a major innovation that made it possible 
to sandwich messages printed on paper between a 
metal base, usually tin, and a protective cover made 
of celluloid. �e celluloid, an early form of plastic 
made from nitrocellulose and a plasticizer, such 
as camphor, was intended to protect the printed 
matter, presenting it in a shiny, eye-catching for-
mat. Although the material was known before 
the company’s use of it, its purpose of use and its 
technique for attaching celluloid to the metal base 
to create the sandwich was the company’s innova-
tion. While the patent was applied for in 1894, it 
was not granted until two years later. Whitehead 
and Hoag’s technique made possible the relatively 
inexpensive printing in multiple colors of images 
(o�en including black and white or tinted pho-
tographs) that could be worn and that were in-
tended to retain their sharp, clean de�nition long 
enough to serve their advertising function. �is 
innovation took place at a time when most adver-
tising was through black images on white adver-
tisements in magazines and journals. Polychrome 
trade cards, posters, and poster stamps were also 
used, but they, unlike pinbacks, were not visible to 
both the wearer and those she or he met moving 
about social life. 
 Today the company is perhaps best known for 
its pioneering role in making possible buttons bal-
lyhooing presidential candidates and other politi-
cians, not typewriters. In essence, the early mass 
marketing of politicos owes its practical origin to 
Whitehead and Hoag. 
 As an indication of its early success in mar-
keting its pinbacks and o�en related advertising 

ribbons, banners, 
and �ags, the 
company was the 
largest of its kind 
in the world by 
1901. Celluloid 
pinbacks reached 
their peak as an 
advertising medi-
um between 1896 
and 1920. By 
the third decade 
of the twentieth 
century, the cel-

luloid pinbacks were generally replaced by those 
using lithography directly on metal and played a 
smaller role in advertising relative to newspapers, 
color ads in magazines, and voice promotions on 
the new medium, radio. 

 Typewriter com-
panies themselves 
were early adopters of 
the newly inexpensive 
advertising technol-
ogy. �e pinback for 
the New Yost is an ex-
ample of this willing-
ness to innovate. �e 
Yost button is marked 

“PAT APP For” on the back, probably dating it 
from the 1893-94 period before the introduction 
of the Yost #4 in 1895 and the approval of the pat-
ent in April, 1896. 
 Seven other pinbacks are presented here in ap-
proximate historical order. None of them indicate 
a precise date of manufacture, and the published 
materials are used 
as a guide in dating 
them. • �e Co-
lumbia Bar-Lock 
pinback celebrates 
the durability of 
what appears to be 
the Columbia Bar-
Lock #8 that sur-
vived the sinking 
of the Battleship Maine, building on the strong 
patriotic sentiment of the time; it is another early 
button and dates from the 1898-1900 period. �e 
date is consistent with the �rst use by the company 
of “Columbia” on the typebar cover. • Smith Pre-
mier introduced the #2 in 1896, and an Omaha 

dealer heralds it on 
a button that also 
probably dates from 
the last half of the 
1890s. • �e Dens-
more pinback was 
commissioned by 
a regional distribu-
tor in Wisconsin to 
hype what was likely 

the #4, the �rst model bearing the ball bearing 
symbol. �e date is about 1902-1904, and the in-
novative use of the tin cicada-shaped clicker must 
have made it a popular one with children. • Un-
derwood’s creative use of the �rst and last letters 
of its name to tout 
its visible machine 
(probably an early 
#5 with the post-
1904 Underwood 
Typewriter Co. 
decal on the paper 
table) is from about 
1904-1905. • �e 

Royal pinback an-
nouncing its Standard 
at only $65 (when the 
dominant Reming-
ton and the new Un-
derwood were selling 
at $100) most likely 
was made in 1906, 
the �rst year of in-
troduction, and must 
have been a common 
sight on the lapels of 
the Royal sales peo-
ple. • Fox launched 
its �rst front strike, 
the #23, in 1906, and 
by 1908 was promot-
ing the #24 as “�e 
Light-Running Fox.” 
�is bronze pinback 
dates from some-
where between this introduction and the end of 
the company’s production of typewriters in 1921, 
a period when the phrase was usually part of the 
Fox logo. • �e pinback bearing the wonderful 
color image of O�cer Printype in theory could 
date from as early as 1912, when the company in-
troduced its large print under the cartoon charac-
ter logo on the late version of the #5. �is speci�c 
polychrome image also appears on a poster stamp 
documented as having been given as a premium to 
visitors at the Panama-Paci�c Exposition in 1915, 

and it is reason-
able to conclude 
that the button 
was also distrib-
uted at the same 
event to promote 
the #7 introduced 
the year before.
 �at we have cel-
luloid pinbacks for 
typewriters at all is 

an accident of history. �ey embody the meaning 
of “ephemera,” being subject to rapid deteriora-
tion from sunlight, heat, and humidity. �anks 
to their being squirreled 
away in drawers and boxes 
by adults and collected and 
brie�y worn by children 
(o�en as decorations on 
hats and other clothing) we 
can still see and enjoy early 
typewriters through cellu-
loid brightly. ±

All but three pinbacks shown are �om my own 
collection. �e Oliver and Underwood ones are 
�om the collection of Ed Neuert and the Colum-
bia Bar-Lock one is �om Herman Price’s collec-
tion. �eir generosity in sharing the images is ap-
preciated.
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�1�R�������������-�X�Q�H����������
�‡���+�H�U�P�H�V���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P�����������%�������	���+�H�U�P�H�V���D�G�V
�‡���3�H�O�L�N�D�Q���U�L�E�E�R�Q�V
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�%�X�W���G�X�U�L�Q�J���D���O�D�\�R�Y�H�U���L�Q���/�R�Q�G�R�Q���W�K�H�\���S�X�O�O�H�G��
�P�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �O�L�Q�H���� �H�[�D�P�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �P�\�� �*�U�H�H�N��
�S�D�V�V�S�R�U�W���� �:�H�� �G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�� �D�Q��
�H�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q�L�F�� �S�D�V�V�S�R�U�W�� �,�� �F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W�� �À�\���� �0�\�� �J�L�U�O-
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�� �G�H�F�L�G�H�G�� �W�R�� �J�R�� �R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �S�L�F�N�� �X�S�� �W�K�H��
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���V�H�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���V�K�H���K�D�V���W�K�H�U�H�����,���K�D�G��
�W�R�� �J�R�� �E�D�F�N�� �W�R�� �0�D�G�U�L�G���� �D�O�R�Q�H�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W��
�P�\�� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���� �0�\�� �J�L�U�O�I�U�L�H�Q�G�� �P�H�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�O�O�H�U��
�R�Q�� �)�U�L�G�D�\���� �:�K�D�W�� �Q�L�F�H�� �S�H�R�S�O�H���� �:�K�H�Q�� �W�K�H�\��
�I�R�X�Q�G���R�X�W���W�K�D�W���V�K�H���Z�D�V���W�U�D�Y�H�O�L�Q�J���D�O�R�Q�H�����W�K�H�\��
�S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�G���D���Q�L�F�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���7�R�X�U�L�V�W�H�U���F�D�U�U�\-
�R�Q���W�U�R�O�O�H�\���D�Q�G���S�D�F�N�H�G���L�W���Y�H�U�\���Z�H�O�O�����W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J��
�R�I���K�H�U���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�J�U�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H��
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���W�L�P�H�����,���F�D�Q���Q�H�Y�H�U���W�K�D�Q�N��
�W�K�H�P���H�Q�R�X�J�K��
�� �2�Q�� �7�X�H�V�G�D�\�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �P�\�� �J�L�U�O�I�U�L�H�Q�G�� �F�D�P�H��
�E�D�F�N�����,���Z�D�V���D�W���W�K�H���D�L�U�S�R�U�W���W�Z�R���K�R�X�U�V���H�D�U�O�\����
�,���F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���Z�D�L�W���D�W���K�R�P�H���D�Q�\���O�R�Q�J�H�U�����6�K�H���K�D�G��
�Q�R�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�� �*�H�[�F�H�S�W�� �D�W��
�V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���� �W�K�H�\�� �S�X�O�O�H�G�� �K�H�U�� �D�V�L�G�H�� �H�D�F�K�� �W�L�P�H����
�W�R�R�N�� �D�� �V�Z�D�E�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�Q�� �J�R�W��
�L�Q�W�R���O�R�Q�J���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���Z�K�D�W���L�W���Z�D�V����
�L�I���V�K�H���Z�D�V���D���Z�U�L�W�H�U�����H�W�F���+�����7�K�H���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q���L�V���Q�R�Z��
�K�R�P�H�����V�D�I�H���D�Q�G���V�R�X�Q�G����

�6�W�H�O�O�L�R�V���3�H�L�R�V
�0�D�G�U�L�G

Letters

�1�H�G���%�U�R�R�N�V���������������8�Q�G�H�U�Z�R�R�G�����������Z�L�W�K��
�)�R�U�P�)�O�R�Z���S�O�D�W�H�Q

�0�L�J�X�H�O���&�D�V�W�U�R�����.�D�U�O�L�����0�R�\�D����
�&�K�X�F�N���'�L�O�W�V���	���5�L�F�K���&�L�Q�F�R�W�W�D�����5�H�P�L�Q�J�W�R�Q��

�3�H�U�I�H�F�W�H�G���Q�R������
�1�L�F�N���)�L�V�K�H�U�����:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V����
�-�L�P���*�H�K�U�L�Q�J�����2�G�H�O�O�����D
�%�H�U�W���.�H�U�V�F�K�E�D�X�P�H�U�����D�O�X�P�����%�O�L�F�N��������������������
�)�O�D�Y�L�R���0�D�Q�W�H�O�O�L�����'�H�P�L�Q�J���	���)�U�H�G���6�K�R�O�H�V�� 

�S�D�W�H�Q�W���P�R�G�H�O�V�����3�R�S�X�O�D�U���L�Q�G�H�[
�6�W�H�O�O�L�R�V���3�H�L�R�V�����-�D�F�N�V�R�Q
�+�H�U�P�D�Q���3�U�L�F�H�����)�D�N�W�R�W�X�P���������)�R�[��������
�� �3�R�O�\�J�U�D�S�K���������6�X�Q���������<�R�V�W������
�5�L�F�K�D�U�G���5�\�H�����$�G�O�H�U�������*�%�X�O�J�D�U�L�D�Q�+������������������

�*�%�H�O�J�L�D�Q���'�X�W�F�K�+�����&�R�Q�W�L�Q�����,�G�H�D�O�������� 
�,�P�S�H�U�L�D�O���%���*�5�X�V�V�L�D�Q�+���	���'���*�(�Q�J�O�L�V�K�+

�0�D�U�N���7�D�q�����+�D�P�P�R�Q�G�������F�X�U�Y�H�G���N�E�G���� 
�*�U�H�P�R�G�H�O�H�G�������+�����3�L�W�W�V�E�X�U�J������

�&�R�U���Y�D�Q���$�V�F�K�����0�H�U�U�L�W�W
�3�H�W�H�U���:�H�L�O�����H�D�U�O�\���3�L�W�W�V�E�X�U�J�������������������6�P�L�W�K��

�3�U�H�P�L�H�U���R�D�N���G�H�V�N

�� �7�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �N�L�Q�G�� �R�I�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�H��
�Q�H�H�G���W�R���P�D�N�H���R�X�U���¿�H�O�G���J�U�R�Z�����G�H�V�S�L�W�H���D�O�O���W�K�H��
�E�R�R�N�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���\�R�X���Z�H�U�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���J�L�Y�H���X�V���D�O�O��
�D�� �J�U�H�D�W�� �L�Q�%�G�H�S�W�K�� �R�Y�H�U�Y�L�H�Z�� �R�I�� �D�� �W�R�S�L�F�� �W�K�D�W��
�Q�R�E�R�G�\�� �K�D�V�� �H�Y�H�U�� �W�R�X�F�K�H�G�� �E�H�I�R�U�H���� �&�]�H�F�K��
�W�\�S�H�Z�U�L�W�H�U�V���� �,�� �D�S�S�O�D�X�G�� �\�R�X�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R��
�K�H�O�S�H�G���\�R�X���I�R�U���V�X�F�K���D���W�H�U�U�L�¿�F���M�R�E��

�)�O�D�Y�L�R���0�D�Q�W�H�O�O�L
�%�R�V�W�R�Q

�� �7�K�H�� �R�Q�O�\�� �³�G�L�V�D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�´�� �W�R��ETCetera is 
�W�K�D�W���H�D�F�K���L�V�V�X�H���K�D�V���R�Q�O�\���������S�D�J�H�V���D�Q�G���,���W�K�H�Q��
�K�D�Y�H���W�R���Z�D�L�W�������P�R�Q�W�K�V���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W��

�5�H�L�Q�P�D�U���:�R�F�K�L�Q�]
�0�X�Q�L�F�K

�� �:�H�� �F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W�� �E�H�� �K�D�S�S�L�H�U�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�\��
ETCetera���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���V�L�Q�F�H���\�R�X���W�R�R�N��
�W�K�H���U�H�L�Q�V���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�����7�K�H���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�R�O�R�U���W�R��
�D�Q�\���S�D�J�H���\�R�X���G�H�V�L�U�H�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���W�K�H���V�K�R�Z���\�R�X��
�P�D�N�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�Y�H�U�����D�U�H���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O����

�&�K�X�F�N���'�L�O�W�V���D�Q�G���5�L�F�K���&�L�Q�F�R�W�W�D
�6�R�X�W�K�E�R�U�R�����0�D�V�V��

Thank you. Your issues as well as Darryl Rehr’s 
set a high standard and are a continuing source 
of inspiration.

New on the Shelf

Bert’s Blick
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