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EDITOROS NOTES

Color Supplement Updae. Things
arelooking goodfor not one, but two
pages of colorin eat ET Ceterastart-
ing next year.Well do it by printing
two pages of the magazine itself in
color. Since thatdl keep the entire
isue to 12 pages (without adding a
shedforasupplement), ETCeterawill
squeege (barel) into a lower postal
weight class saving money, and mak-
ing theextracolorpossble. Any objec-
tions?

WANTED! Speaking of the color
Supplemaet, 101 be looking for good
color material to publish. | have an
extensive library myself, but 1@ rather
get the rest of the membesghip in-
volvedand the least | can doisoffera
little incentive.

Ribbon Tins. We needgoodimages
of ribbon tins. Takeyour favoritesto a
copy store with a high quality color
copier(usually CanonorKodaKk.Have
the clerk placea whole bunch of your
tinsdirealy onthecopierwindow, and
ask him to copy them at 50% for
regular tins. Please copy tall tins at
100% (since most of those are abou
1-1/2" wide, a 50% redudion makes
the image too small). For evey tin
image| use,youll get a$1.50discount
on the following yeaf$ ETCeterasub-
scription. That shouldmorethan cover
the cost of a pagefull of tin images.

Machines. Pleaesend meclearshots
of interesting madines that look good
in color. Don worry too much about
the size of theimage. The size that fits
on aregularprintisusually OK. Pleae
send metwo copies of the photo. | will
usually trim these and use the original
for pasteup,so | would apprecise an
extra for the files. For each madine
image published, youll get a $2.50
discount on the following yeaf de-
scription.

Color Ads or Ephemera. Use your
judgement. Generally thesell haveto
be color copiedat aredudion so they
won@ take up a whole page by them-
selves. Samediscount as madhine pho-
tosb$2.50per image used.

And speaking of incentives, | may
as well mention the freebieofferedfor
thosewho submit articlesaswell. Any-
one who submits material resulting in
two or morepages of ETCeterds con-
tent getsafreesubscription thefollow-
ing year.| know, it not mudh, but
well try to do better once our sub-
scriberlist reades its first million.

SomeocaldealeshereintheL.A.
areaarepricing their old typewritersin
the stratosphere.One high-end retail
dealer, who does extensive restora-
tions, prices hismadinesto reflect the
expansive labor involved. When his
prices appearedin a local antiques
newspaper, other deales started to

follow suitE excep that they didnG
botherto do the restoration work! So,
when the paperpublished the price of
an Oliver at $495,a lot of dirty, rusty
$4950livers started showing up, with
the article often displayed to QustifyO
the pricetag. One dealerofferedareal
bagain, though. Seeing a $1495price
publishedfor arestoredYost No.4, he
offeredhis own rusty madine for pea-
nuts at $300.Too badit didn@ include
the carriage.

In Print: The Wall Stee Journa®
Peaer R. Kann wrote a column in
August entitled GDde to the Type-
writer and (Gasp!) Those Who Still
Use One OThe article was patt of the
WSI@ (Pesonal TechnologyOfeature,
regularly written by Walter Mosderm,
who was on vacdion at the time. The
colunn usually targetshardwvarein the
compuer field. When Kann told
Mosde he useda manualtypewriter,
Mossen said, Goube the only one!O
Kann® piecewas written to proclaim
the contrary. SaysKamm,Qf radiocan
coexst with TV, matches with light-
ers, parents with teenagers, why not
typewriters with computers?lOAyup.

Last August, | receivedavisit from
Jan Beckof Sedtle and Peer Tytell of
New York. Both were in town for a
meding of forensic documet examn-
ers. The Tytell name, of course, is
familiar to typewriter colledors. Peter
and hisfatherMartin areproprieors of
awell-known TW businessin Manhat-
tan. They havelong beean prominent
in the field of identifying madines
from the documents they produceby
cardully examning the typeface,and
Peter was quite a whiz at recaynizing
any font | happenedto put in front of
hisface!Anyway, weall cravledaround
my garaye, scrutinized a couple of
Sholes & Gliddens| hadon hand, and
hadagred timetalking shop.Both Jan
and Pdersignedup as new ETC mem-
bers, and we welcomethem.
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The First Woodstock

by Alexander GSandyOSelless

Mention ONoodstockO to mast colledors, and the
readion will likely be as enthusiastic as if you mentioned
an Undemwood No. 5. To many colledors, and suppoted
by mast reference books, Woodstockmodek 3 or 4 oreven
theElectritearesmply not worth theshelf space However,
didyoueverwonderabou modek 1 or 2? Readon. Thefirst
Woodstock was apparetly not related to the Emerson/
Roebuck¥Voodstock Typewriter Companies at all, but was
rather a cheapl-madeQOliver merdhandisedsolely through
the Montgomel Ward Catalog of 1898-99.

In an 1899pamphlet published by the Linotype Com-
pany of Canada(manufadurers of the Oliver for Canadian
and South American markes) thisvety first Woodstockis
described by W.A. Waterbury, manager of Oliver Type-
writer Company, Chicago, as Gan unguaranteedmadine,
of which 19 were all that were madeO They were made
specfically for depatment stores, and only Montgomery
Wardcontradedfor them.The agreement with Montgom-
ety Ward specfied that the Woodstock was not to besold
for under $60Bhe price that appeas in the Fall-Winter
1898-189caalog. Pethaps on account of poorsales, the
model was withdravn after 10 monthsbbu not before
agents of the Typewriter Trust had taken notice and used
the catalog acs in an attempt to discredt the manufactur-
ing, markding and bidding pradices of the Oliver Type-
writer Company.

Oliver triedto minimize these attacks, countering with
the information that only 19 weremadeand QorovingQit
by offering $5000 to anyone producing 20 of their
OWoodstocks® pricel think any colledorwouldcettainly
bewilli ng to pay for only adozen of these, the rarest of the
Oliver family. But how to identify it? Unfortunately, the
line cut fromthe catalog gives little indication of how the
adualmadinewaslabelled.orwhat name(if any) wascast
into the plates belon the carrying handles.

TheWoodstocknamereappearedbou 15yearlaterin
asociaion with the Woodstock Typewriter Company,
which at first manufadured the unusual Emerson Type-
writer, but, in 1914, introducedthe conventional Wood-
stock. The first model,however,was 0No.30OPeihaps the
badpressof 16 yeas earlierconceming the ONoodstockO
name dictated some prudence in designating the newO
Woodstocks with a modelnumbersuggestive of consider-
ableimprovemats. This remans an unresearded area.

As for the name ONVoodstock?0 1t was in Woodstock,
[lli nois that the main Oliver fadtory was built, and where
its compeitor, the Woodstock Typewriter Company later
set upshop.Now, who will tell mehow it wasthat Thomas
Oliver, bom in Woodstock, Ontario, just thappaeddto
build his factory in Woodstock, Illinois?

The Woodstock.
%\ 2>

Tomeetthedemandforareallyhigh
grademachineweofferthe Woodstock
toourpatrons, astandardypewriter, at
dowprice Thebusinessprofessionalor
literarymanwantsa highgrade
writeratamoderateprice.Wearenow
abletosupplythisdemandintheabove
typewriter securedthroughspeciakcon-
tracts,enablingustosupplytoyou
direct thusavoidingagent©scommis-
sions atypewriterequaltcanymachine
inthemarketandnowguaranteedbyus
inparticular. Shows every wordand
letterasfastasritten Asamanifolder
ithasnoequal.Formimeographworkit
producesacopythatcannotbedistin-
guishedfromoriginalwriting.ltpos-
sessesallotthestrongfeaturesofthe
$100machines,aswellasanumberof
newonespeculiarlyitsown,insuring
permanentalignment. Themachineis
particularyadapteddilingoublanks
andformswherewritingonruledpaper
isdesirable aswellastabulatedwork.
Themachinehassteeltypeandproduces
eclearjegibletextihasB4characters
obtainedfromastandarduniversakey-

board andsreadilyoperatedbyanyone
familiarwithothermachines.Thema-
chineiscompleteinahighlyfinished
metalcasewithhandle andweighsabout
20pounds,oraboutone-halftheweight
ofotherhighgradestandardmachines.

Priceeach ................. $60.00

type-

Facsmile ad from 1898-99Wards catalog. The original was of
poa quality, requiring resetting of type. In addtion, somewords
in the original were lost in the marginBnost important, the de-
scription of the machine@weight. The word ChafOis the editor@
guesd Olivers were certainly close matches in weight to other
Cstandard" typewriters (about 30 pounds), so the Ward@blurb
here, indicating a 20-pound machine, hints at a tantalizingly
lightweight version!

Sandy Selles has specialinterest in madines of Canadian
connedion: Barr, Jackson, Horton, Bradord, Oliver, etc.
He is presently researding the developmaet and markd-
ing of EmpireMVellington/Davis typewriters.
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The First American
Typewriter

by Darryl C. Rehr

mericds first typewriter is hardly an undocumeted
secrd. The Orypographer0 invented in 1829 by
William Austin Burt is mentioned, often prominently, in
nearly evely comprdiensive typewriter history in print.
Thismadine§operaion, however,ismuch morefascinat-
ing than its appearace implies, and typewriter history
students have yet to leam some of the peisonal history
surrounding its invention and the later recanstruction of
the prototype.

Much of theinformation tofollow comesfrommateriaks
providedby John S.Burt of Orange, California. John, the
greda-grea-grea-grandson of William Austin Burt, is au-
thor of They Left Their Mark,

other things, a pioneerng surveyor, discoverer of rich
mineral sites, a Circuit Court judge and a territorial
legislator.

After atermin the Legidature ending in 1827, Burt
returnedto his homefacing an immense pile of correspon-
dence. This, according to John Burt® book, was the
impetus for his ancestor( foray into typewriter invention.
William Austin Burt was looking for a way to ease the
burden of writing with a pen and quill. His answer was
Americd first writing machine.

The Burt Typagrapher was patented on July 23, 1829.
Thepaent documant, signedby President Andrew Jackson
and Secréary of State Martin

a biography of his illustrious
ancestor. The chief thrust of
the book is BurtG contribu-
tion to the field of surveying,
including hisinvention of the
solar compass a devicewhich
madeaccurae mapping pos-
sibleintheexpanding United
States of the 19%th-century.

illiam AustinBurt was

bomonJune 30,1792
in Peersham,Massadhusetts.
With little formaleducdion,
he was largely a self-tawght
man, his knowledge acquired
frombooks. Onefavorite was
avolumeon navigation, lead-
ing Burt to think of going to
sea. His mother, however,

peruadedhim to stay ashore, Tz A

and led him toward survey-

Van Buren, has bee repro-
ducedrequently intypewriter
literaure. The adual patent,
with its accompaying draw-
ings was destroyed in the
Paent Officefire of 1836,but
a copy of the text was pre-
served and thedrawingswere
later recanstructedfor Patent
Office record.

uch of what has bee
written abou the Burt
Typographer® design givesan
erroneols impresson of its
medanism. Hered how it
worked:
The typesweremountedin
a pivoting arm. That seens
obviows enough. They were

e inked by two pads running

most of the length of the

ing, which, after all, is cer-
tainly related to navigationb
it just takes placeon land.
At age 25, seeking greaer oppotunities than the East
hadto offer, he headedWest. His travek eventually took
him to the Michigan territory, where he becameamag

Wlliam Austin Burt (1792-1858

madine.

The papertranspott is, per-
haps, themast interesting pait.
The paperwas attached to a cloth band which rode over
a thin impresgon bar running perpendicular to the type
(patent Fig. 3). Inside the madine, the band looped
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SMITHSONIAN PHOTO

Burt Typographer of 1829, remnstructed by the inventor®
great-grandson in 1893

around a roller, which was attached to a ratchet wheel.
Afterthe user presedthe typearmto print, apivoting arm
(patent Fig. 2) engaged the ratchet wheel,advancing the
paperone notch. The charaderistic Glock facedon the
madine&front waslinkedto the paperroller and meaured
the length in inches of the line typed,not the numberof
lines or numberof words as others havewritten. Nor was
acontinuowsroll of paperused. The macinewasintended
to use single sheds, attachedto the cloth band with clips.

The whole type-arm/nking assembl rodein a frame
that traveled forward and back (draverstyle) in two
groovesat eadh sideof themadine.To advanceto thenext
line, the user movedthis frameforward one notch, and
cranked the handle on the clock facebackto the starting
point, moving the paperto the left maigin.

urt also designed an early shift medanism into the

madine,allowing for two sets of typeto accommodte
the desire for Qtalics, captals, Greekletters, & c.OTo shift,
the user pulled on the ring seen attached to the cableon
the typearm.A spring returnedthe typeto the ordinary or
OowerOcase letters. Burt iscrediedby typewriterhistorians
for designing the worldG first double-cae madine.

In the patent, Burt said the madine could be any size
neededput a usual modelwould meaure abou 18’ wide,
24" deepand 12" high. Thiswould print lines 10" wide on
ashee of paperl3' long. The paent make no mention
of the gracdul, taperedegs seen in the drawing. This, of
course, would havebeen largely an aesthetic choice, and
not a patentableattribute.

In his patent, Burt suggests a modelto type multiple
copies, not with carban paperbut with aseries of multiple
type-arns and paperrollers, all linked by parallelwooden
arms. What a fascinating madine tha might havebeen!

The standardtypewriter histories do makemention of
the attempts to marke Burt® machine. Chief amang the

e

e

Figd

Burt's original patent drawings were destroyed by the Patent
Office fire of 1836. These are recnstructions made later by
patent office employees. Fig. 2 shows the lever which actuates
the geared whed of the paper transport, shownin Fig. 3. Fig. 4
ill ustrates the shift mechanism.

interested parties was newspaperma John P. Sheldon, of

the Detroit Gazette (precusor to today® Detroit FreePress),

who providedthe metal types for Burt® original model.
Sheldon was unhappy with the nameOTypographer Oand

sought a more user{riendly nameby seeking suggestions
fromthe reades of severalnewspapes. The schemewould
also helpdrumup publicity for the madine. The best idea
Sheldan got was Burt® Family Letter PressOBurt himself

stuck with OrypographerO

urt wanted no part of setting up a factory to produce

hisinvention. He just wantedto sell off therightsand
bedonewithit. Oneinvestor, a Cyrus Spalding, gaveBurt
$75for rights to make the madine, but after 8 yeas of
effort, Spalding gaveit up and asked for his money back!
We don@ know if Burt complied.

BurtG original model was submitted to the Paent
Office, whereit was destroyed by the same1836fire that
consumedthe original patent. Burt built asecand modelin
1830,0n which he typeda letter to his wife Phoebe.The
fate of that secand modelis unknown.
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New. York March, 18, 183Q

Dear Companion,

I have but jest gat my second machine into opperation and this is
the first specimen I s=nd you ex gept a few lines I printed to regulate the machine ,
I'am in good health but am in fear these lines will not find you s andthe children

from the malencholley account your lettér gave me of sickness and deaths in our ne -
ighbourho-rd,,T had rested eorten ted to whatf s hould if it had been summer seasen

adout the health of my famlly. as it is ]enel'llyhe.althy dtrug the'winter mpathe; but

their has ben anunusual queptity of sicknesshgare this winter, and’it has b enverry
cold in Urope as well as 1n America, a strong mndication of the ‘change ‘of s essonth
that I have so often mentioned.— Mr Sheldon arrived here four days ago he went
1med|ately on to Washmgton and took-my modde for the Pattent Oﬂice,he will reture
here noxt we ek’at which timg I shall put my machine on sale and shall sell out the pat
tent as soon a: I can nad return home, at aney rate I seall retirne home as sovon.e as
the Lake ne vi'ga.t_ion is oped if life and health is spared me. I fxave-‘got alongz but slow

since I have been here for the want of cash to hire such help as I wanted;1 Wave been
as prudent as I could, have taken my board with a famjly from Myugawho keep a bo-
rding house they are vemrry good christian people and are kind to me.! pay tﬁtﬁe Dai
ars a week: for my board.—~¥ou must excuse mistakes , the above 1s prmt Mnong a
croud of people askmg m¥ m ane y questions about the machinc. Tell the boy# that [
have some presents for thém.If I had aney news to communicate I woril d print more
but as I have none I mustclose hopeing these lines willfind you wellyg wish you to
write as s oon you receive this, do not make aney excusesI.ahall like s >e it in aney
shape )
William A. Burt.

Phebe Burd

Burt@letter to his wife Phoebe written on the second model he produced. Note his apdogy for the mistakes, saying
he was writing with a crowd of people watching and asking questions. The OMr. Sheldon,Othen enroute to Washing-
ton with the patent model, was newspaper editor John P. Sheldon, who appaently was much more enthusiastic abaut
the machine than Burt. Sheldon sears to have wanted to get Burt involved in actually manufacturing the machine
for sale to the public. Burt, asthis letter shows, just wanted to sell off the patent rights, and move on to other things.
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John S. Burt, great-great-great-grandson of Wil am Austin
Burt, with his ancestor® most-famous invention, the so-
lar compass. Jomn S. Burt is author of OThey Left Their
Mark,Oa biography of Wi am Austin Burt.

he original modelfound new life in 1893,as Ameri-

cans preparedor the grea Columbian Expaositionin
Chicago. The U.S. Paent Office decidedit wanted to
recanstruct Burt® machine for its exhibit, and the person
namedto do it was Burt® grea-grandson Austin. Austin®
work is the sourcefor the familiar photographs of the Burt
madine seen herein ETCeteraand elsewhere.John S.
Burt has the manuscript of an autobiography written by
Austin in which he relaes being drated into the job:

MDuring the last of the Winter term[1892, presum-
ably], my cowsin HiramBurt wrote mefromWashing-
ton that the Paent Dept. had apponted me to
reproducethe original model of the first typewriter
invented by my grea-grandfather and that | would
haveapasition at theWorld&Fair[Chicago@Colurrbian
Expadtion, 1893 in the Govemment Dept. for work-
ing it. This opaned up the only hopefor seeng the
Fair besides making something of anamefor me.l am
in doult overthe wisdomof my couise in acceping
the offer since it compleely knockedme out of my
spring termwork in the University [Cornell].

QGnsomeways | do not regret acceping the offerand
in others | do. From subsequent occurreaces | am
inclinedto think that it was best asit was. | received
the drawingsfromthe Gov. Patent Dept. at Washing-
ton showing the complde details of the typewriter
and | set toworkwith awill and workednight and day
on it. Father has taken occaion several times to
complah becasel neglectedmy university work and
| feelin looking backoverit now that he hadaright
tobba somehow no one can possbly know how
intensely interested | becamein that madineb
forgetting many times to even go to dinnerbad |
cannot find roomtowonder,now, that | neglectedmy
other work.

Assoon asit wasdone | packedt up and startedfor
Chicago abou the middle of April. My work in the
Gov. Building consisted of arranging the modes in
the Paent Dept. underspecialagent Greely. | found

aroomon 63rdSt. and through my old friend Cleaver
Wilki nson, who was at that time in the Chicago
University, | secured admsdon to the Students
Dining Associaion, so any boardand lodging did not
cost to exceedp4.00aweek,and | receiveds2.00per
day for 8 hours work. | had a splendid chanceto see
the fair and becomeacquantedwith the University
Students. It was a continual feast from the time |

commenceduntil | left.0

It&interesting to compareyoung Austin& experieceat
the Fair with that of May Estelle Munson (seeETCetera
No. 26), who demanstrated Blickensdeffer Typewritersin
the commercialexhibits. May was paid $9 per weekplus
$10for herroomand board.Then, as today, femalewages
were usually lessthan male wages, but in this case, May
seensto havebetteredhercounterpat. Then again, we are
comparng private sedor employment to public, where
wages were,and are,often less

n the 19203, Austin Burt was asked to build another

Typographer for the Science Museum of London. He
declined,but the ScienceMuseumhadits own modelbuilt
in Washington, presumaby working from Austin® 1893
recanstruction (now at the Smithsonian). The tradition of
recanstructing such historical madines continues today.
In the 19803 some recanstructions of Mittethoffer® 19th
century typewriter werebuilt in Austria, and currantly, a
Dutch craftsman is offering recanstructions of the 1623
calculaor of Wilhelm Sdhickard (see ETCetera #28).
Pehaps the Burt madiine offers an oppotunity for a
moden crdtsman to bring the first American typewriter
backto life,supplying specimansfor today& collectors, who
would, no doult, be eager to own one.

Those interested in obtaining a copy of OThey Left Their
Mark,Oby John S. Burt, shouldwriteto: Landmark Enterprises,
10324Newton Way, Rancho Cordova, CA 9567Q Priceis
$35.00 plus $3.00 shipping. California residents, please add
sales tax.
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BACK TO BASICS

for beginning
collectors

Beginners Odell

Antique deales, looking for arule
of thumbto identify desirableold type-
writers, often say, Of it doesni look like
atypewriter, you probaby havesome-
thing! O Few madines fit that bill as
well asthe Odell Typewriter,an index
madinethat many beginnerswill have
an oppotunity to own.

The Odell is the most comman of
what are often called Qinea© index
typewriters. The typesarelocatedon a
diding bar.To type,the user dides the
bartotheapproprigepoint, and preses
down. The type brushes past an ink
roller before contading the paper,
which isfedaround anarrow cylindri-
cal platen.

Fortunately, identifying OdellGvari-
ous modes is fairly easy, sincemaost of
themaredesignated.Theearliest mod-
els (1 & 2) arenot, and that® where
the beginner need the mast help.

Thefirst model(QLa) of the Odell
Typewriterisalso therarest, with only
two exampls currently known. Col-
lector Jos Legrand, of Belgium has
dubbedthis the GealOmodel,becase
of the little OkeO (resembling seal
fed) onthebase.While all other Odell
typewriters haveround bases, the seal
modelislong and narrow, with only its
fed to prevent it from rocking back
and forth as you type. The first Odell
types 41 charaders, captals only, and
itsnameplaedesignates LakeGeneva,
Wisconsin asits placeof manufadture,
with a patent (pending.O Yet to be
found is an Odell seen in an early
engraving, known as the Qdogboned
model,becage its baseisin the shape
of a dogbone, without the seal Otet.O

Next in lineisamadine known as
the AlbO This is a cap-only Odell
printing 42 charaders. It has a round
base with decordion having a vague
American Indian appearaceand look-
ing as if it wereetched into the mold
with apencil tip. Thetopsurfaceof the

BARBIAN COLLECTION

Clockwise from UL: Odell #1a (CsealOmodl), cut of double-case Odell with Indian
base design (from brochure recently found by Larry Wilheim), Odell #2, Odell #4.

baseis paintedgold. Therearea num-
berof variaionsof theQLb OFirstisone
with the LakeGeneva/paent pending

nameplde. Another is one showing a
patent date of 1889,and a third with

samedate,but aChicago, Illi noisloca-
tion. Almost all Odell 1b& havea QipO
on the outside edye of the base, but we
have seen at least one with no lip,

though its unclear whether this is
original or whether someame ground

the edge after manufacture.

Odells later than the No. 16 all
typeupperand lower case. All known
examplasalso havefully nickeled beau-
tifully ornate bases inscribed GDdell
Typewriter, Chicago, lll. in luxurious
art-nouveauletters. Model No.2 (and
afterward) has a line-end bell, though
No. 1& madeafter March, 1890have
bellsaswell. No.2prints 78 charaders.
Larry Wilhelm, of Wichita Falls, TX
recently found an early Odell brochure
which includes a cut of adouble-cae
madine with the early Indian-design
base. No exampls areknown.

The No. 3 Odell isthefirst to have
the enlarged semicircular nameplae
sedionontheprintingarmasembly of
the madine. The successve modek 4
and 5 havethe sameprdile and eath
has the model number prominently
shown in the casting.

The maost comman of the Odellsis
the No. 4. Most of these madines

appearto have been madeby a firm
called@Farquar& Albredt,Gand often
comein a wooden box with a diding
lid. There is also a No. 5, which
appeas to bevety rare.The print arm
casting shows Menomenee, llli nois as
its home.Thereis an Odell No. 5 in
the Clark Collection in Kansas City,
and Jos Legrand tells us he has seen
someothersin Europe Another Odell
variaionisacheckwritingtype-slider,
which proteds checks by pefforating
them.

Anyone latching onto a tip abou
an Odell should always ask the buyer if
the typedlider is still there.The dider
dipsout of the madine easily, and an
uninformed seller might not miss it.
Also ask if the ink roller is present. It
should be if the madine is to be
consideredcomplde.

A lot of Odells (principally No. 48)
were made around the tum of the
century, selling at the bargain price of
$5 (down from $15when the machine
was first introduced,and $20 for the
first double-cae mode). Among col-
lectors, most Odells in good condition
today sell in the $500-100Gange (No.
1b& often higher, 1&8 much higher).
They arenot terribly uncomman, and
while not cheap,they arewell within
read of mast who arebitten by their
attradtive appearace and appealing
design.
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Condition
Revisited

We haven( discussed condition in
old typewriters since way back in
ETCeteraNo. 10 (March, 1990. So,
pethags it time to revisit the subjed.

For sometime, most of ushavebeen
using the German 6-point systemwith
1 being the best, 6 the worst. Though
workable, this system has its limita-
tions. Many peoplehavehadproblens
attaching the right word to ead level.
Thus far, the Germans have given us
the following:

1Pvey good

2Bjood

3Blight traces of use,abit of rust or
dirt but fully ableto function

4Extrong traces of use; scratches,
dight functional disordes

5bdéedive; small parts missng

6bcompleely defedive; important
parts mising; irreparable

Each madine is given a double
rating, with thefirst numberindicating
appearace, the secand numberindi-
cating function.

Sincethe beginning of this discus-
sion, ETCeterahas advocded using a
single descriptive word for ead level.
The problemhas been in coming up
with those words. Many of us feelthat
amadineof condition 1, forinstance,
shouldcettainly becalledexcdlentrather
than very good. If so, wheredoes that
leaveus? Somehing like this?

1Dbexcellat
2bvey good
3Byood

4 air
5Bbpoor
6Dbpats

Peihags this fits. However,can we
really call a B0 madine, halfway
down the scale,good? And if our Ger-
man colleggues think good belongs to
condition @ ,Owhat dowe call B, Ofair

pethaps? What happeas to condition
(40then?

Americans tend to rate things on
the familiar Gcaleof 1 to 100an in-
teresting habit considering the fad
that we still use feet, inches and miles
while the rest of the world uses the
metric system. But, maybe we should
give in to ourinclinations and use al0
point condition scale, with 10 being
best. Herdd a suggested list of adjec-
tives to go with it:

10fnear-mnt
9bexcellat
8bvey good
7Bjood
6bdecnt
5Hair
4brogh
3bpoor
2Dbpats
1Ehopeless

Does thiswork for you? It certainly
gives some more descriptive territory
to those thousands of madines which
may not bevery good,but only good...
those that aren@ good but are better
than fair, etc., etc., etc.

As always, ETCeterainvites com-
ment. What do you think?

Name Those
Typewriter Parts!

Sorty, folks. No one cameup with
Remington Notes, VVo. 4, No. 2, so the
official Remington answers to the quiz
appeatng on page 3 of our last isue
arenQ available.

In fadt, No. 2 remains a stumper...
even eveyoned favorite expet Paul
Lippman was unableto comeup with
an answer. One reader suggested
(platenOfor the picture of the serving
woman stacking plates on the table,
but considering the vety literalnature
of all the other images, that answeris
unlikely.

OK, herearethe answers:

1. Loose Dog - a likely guess
might have been escapement
dog, which, while sounding

corred, isnot literal. The pic-

tureshows an escaped, or loose
dog, which isthe corre¢ name
of one of Remington® escape-
ment parts.

2. (still unknown)

3. TypeFaces thepictureshows
the faces five men of variows
races, or types.

4. Paper Table - an eay one.
Pictureshows newspapeson a
table.

5. Column Selecto - welle so
usedto calling these Gabkeys,0
we may be unaware of
Remington® official namefor
the set of keys abovethe num-
ber row. The picture shows a
gentleman perwsing architec-
tural colurms for his home,
and making a choice. He is,
therdore, a columnsdedor.

6. Cap LockKey- pictureshows
acapon akey, whichislabeled
OraleOYale, of course, is the
well known manufacturer of
all kinds of locks.

7. Wahl Adder - a tough one,
especially for those unfamiliar
with thisattachment for doing
addtion on a Remington ma-
chine. The picture shows a
young boy writing @+2=400n
awall. Foraninteresting alter-
nate interpreation, see Let-
ters.

8. Paper Fedal - a goa eaing
paper. If you didnd get this
one, start reading some type-
writerinstruction manuak. Just
abou evey typewriter ever
made gvarmodenones, have
a (paperfeedd

Now, who has the answer to Num-
ber2? We might find it by looking
through an original instruction book-
let for the Remington 10. Does any-
body have one???
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Inter national
News

Connecticut

Sepembef Ribbon Tin News de-
voted most of its isue to ribbon tin
Qo-withsOsuch aserasing shields, blot-
ters and other ephemera.RTN editor
Hoby Van Deuwsen noted that the
QuitimateGribbon tingo-withsaretype-
writers. An interesting peispedive.
Typewriter colledors, of couise, con-
siderribbantinsto bethe @o-withs.Oln
any cese, the 7 color pages in this
particularissuehonor the subjed well.

In the same isue the editor an-
nounces that he hopes to publish his
Onaster listOof 3,000tins next year.
This is, of couise, welcome news for
colleadors who have been seeking a
comprénensive referencefor sometime.
Van Deuwsen says the initial publica-
tion may beavailableto RTN subscrib-
ersonly, soif youwant to beincluded,
better get on the subscriberlist (cost:
$304r). Contad: Hoby Van Deusen,
28TheGreen, Watertown, CT 06795.

Germany

Although prices from the well-
known Auktion TeamKsIn audions
arereadily availablein compiledform
(see box at right), a little extra price
information from overseas regularly
comes from Typenkorb & Typenhebd,
published monthly by Peter
Muckermann of RhedaWiedenbrYck,
Germany. Besides repotts from many
Europea audions, T& T makes an
effort to repott private sales and flea
markes as well (something once, but
no longer, done by the other German-
language magazine, Historische
BYowet). Thelast pageineath T& T
feauresthe Marktfenster Odevaedto
prices repoted by reades, but specii-
cally excludng audion results.

T&T isavailableto ETC membes
at $40peryear.Like ETCetera, T& T
distinguishes itself with regular on-
schedulepublicaion, which other Eu-
ropean journals cannot match.

Collector @ Insurance

An interesting insurance program
is availablefrom American Collectors
Insurance,Inc. of Cherry Hill, NJ. ACI
offers insurance at $75 per $10,000
valuaion peryear,and youdond have
to have a professonal CappraserOap-
praise your colledtion. That® good,
sincemost professonal apprasersdond
knowwhat they(dedoingwhenit comes
to typewriters.

provide individual photos for high-
cost iterrs. We don@ haveany specfic
information on the kind of experiece
colledors have had with this outfit.
The informaion is provided to
ETCeterafrom the company itself.
To find out more,contact Ameri-
can Collectors Insurance,Inc., 385N.
Kings Hwy., PO. Box 8343, Cherty
Hill, NJ 08002-0343. Tel. 609-779-

You do needto photograph your 7212.

entire colledtion for the company, and

4 )

- J

Super BOOKS from =T Cetea

The Writing Machine: a history of the typewriter by Michael AdlerBthis classc
referance, publishedin 1973(50th anniversary of the typewriter), remans
the best typewriter history in the English language. This is a must have for
evey typewriter colledor. Hardbound, 380 pages, profusely illustrated and
only $52(postage: $3/US, $5/Mex,Can, $14/oversess). Very limitedsupply,
and this offer may not be repeded, so grab yours now!

Auktion Team KSIn Price Listsbayone interested in tracking world type-
writer and calculaor prices knows to watch the adion at Germay®
Auktion TeamKsIn. The very best way to watch the pricesis to purchase
Peter Mazlowski® compiled price booklets. Books availableput all prices
from 1987to 1993right in front of your eyes for eay referance. No more
searding for backisses of audion catalogs that you probaby dond have
anyway. Price$15 (+$1 postage) ead for the Typewriter PriceList and the
Calculdor PriceList. Availableto U.S. membes only.

History of the LambertEby Peter Muckermann. The result of an exhatstive
researd projed, Muckermann tells us how to distinguish between the
different modek of this one-d-a-kind macdine. Includes an intemational
census of known Lambets and extensive color photographs. $20ppdin US,
$23 Canada& Mexico, $26 overses.

The Wonderful Whiting Machine by Bruce Blivenbthis popularvolumeis a
colledors item in itself. Commissoned in the 1950% by the Royal
Typewriter Co., this is one of the mast readalie typewriter histories ever
written. Enjoy thislook at TypewriterPast astold by aprofessonal journalist
who knew well how to tell stories so that they were engaging and
entertaining. Only 2 copiesleft. New condition, but without dust cover.$75
postpaid.

Makechecks payableto Darryl Rehr and send to 2591 Mili tary Ave.,L.A.,
CA 90064.
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ADVERTISEMENTS

FOR SALE: Caligraph (possbly a 4).
Appeas complde, but in mediocre
condition. $50+ shipping. SamPedor,
14 Brookfall Rd., Edison, NH 08817.
Tel 908-985-5308.

FOR SALE: Smith Premier#2, Victor
Std. #3, Remington Std. #7, Bing #2,
Nat® #5. Rizzo & Ricotta Office Prod-
ucts., 31 Main St., Tonawanda, NY
14150.Tel 716-694-1169Fax. 716-
694-0697.

WANTED: Dennis Duplex, Under-
wood 1 (must say ONagnerO on ma-
chine). Bill Kortsch, 6629Sunset Cir.,
Riverside, CA 92505. Tel. 909-687-
1155.

WANTED: Mechanical calculaors
(Friden, Marchant, Monroe,etc.) and/
or asociated manuak. Am willi ng to
pay cash formadinesmanuakingood
condition. Mil t Ferguson, 1500El Pzso,
Fullerton, CA 92633.Tel. 714-870-
6996

FOR SALE: 1946 Olympiawith case.
German keyboard. Mint cond. Best
offer. Rudi Trunk. 646-941-89212.
WANTED: Odell check protedor -
Larry Wilhelm, Box 1922, Wichita
Falls, TX 76307

TIPS:

(REMINGTONO (looks like a Smith

Premierl0)PwWorking condition. Eliza-
beth Scat, 648Ashland Ave.,Niagara
Falls, NY 14301.

MWHBwith base & cover. Mildred

Atchison, 1377Camino Teresa,Solana
Bead, CA 92075.

FOLDING CORONAS:

¥y/ (Hawaiian News Co.0 label.
Charlene Davis, 1164 Beverly Dr.,

Vista, CA 92084

v/ cese, tools & soft cover.Barbara
Thurston, 1621 Calmin Dr., Fallbrook
CA 92028

Mer# 597788 ONorksperfedly.ORW

Hesder,206Spring Lane,Delavan, W

53115

OLIVERS:

No. 9. Robet Groth, 1712E. Hya-
cinth, St. Paul, MN 55106.

¥No. 5. William Bennett, Sr. 624A

Sodes Rd., Cameys Point, NJO8069

M\o. 3. Gexcellent conditionOKathy,
Lindel, Rt. 1, Box 144, Cabool, MO
65689.Tel. 417-962-3442

M\0. 3. cover,no base. Geens to be
usable with maintenance® C.E.
Dinkler, 7310TimberRidge Dr., Mint
Hill, NC 28227.Tel. 704-545-5261
SOUNDSCRIBER, wooden case.Paul
Baron, 27HallsPoint Rd.,Stony Creek,
CT 06405.Tel 203-481-0888
SMITH PREMI ER #4 - Goldie Amos,
4929Amaos Mill Rd., White Hall, MD
21161

REMINGTON SMITH PREMIER
(sameas SP 10) - working condition.
Floyd Olson, 9171 Grosamont Blvd.,
La Mesa, CA 91941-4141.

SMITH PREMIER #4 - sounds like it
has base & cover.Mrs. Thomas Scdt,
Benn Farns, Devec,N.B., CANADA
EQJ 1JO

MARCHANTDeletric, 9-key rows.
Works. Debordn Dalton, POBox 171,
Hinkley, CA 92347. Tel. 619-253-
2207

LETTERS

My guesses for the Remington quiz
are:1. Escapemat 2. Plaen 3. Types
4. PaperTable 5. Columnar Tab 6.
Shift Key (sometimeslabeleddCAPS))
7.Baclkspace8. PaperFeed #7 pwzled
me the longest, until | noted the very
expresdve back of the little boy, and
then that he® pointing at blank space
aheadof the secand (2Q

William Dannrer
Kennerdell, PA

[Bill Danner wins for (Best Alternative
InterpretationOfor his stab at #7DHHl. .|

| have recently managed to make
contadt with Prd. Michael Williams
(amang otherthingshetranslatedwith
Dr. PeggyKidwell Ernst Martin® GCal-
culating MachinesQ). He writes:

(Peygy Kidwell and | hadtried our
best to find some information about
the author (Ernst Martin), but wewere
unableto locate anything at all. After
the bookwas in print we heardfrom a
man who told us that Ernst Martin had
never even existed - it was simply a
name made up by the publisher

(Johannes Meyer) who did the work
himself. Weevenreceivedseveralpho-
tocopies of letters from Myer (who is
long dead admiing to this. No won-
der we couldh@ find out anything
abou E. Martin!O
Erez Kaplan
Israel

Ivepostednoticesrecently onsome
Intemet newsgrous, fishing for old
typewriters. | got some responses --
some casual and not-so-casual collec-
torswroteback,and somepeoplewnrote
back to say that they had things in
their attics. The only potential Ofnd0
so far is a Multiplex, but 1Gn pleased
with theresults of thisexperimat and
will reped it sometime. Ive recom-
mended ETC and pased on your e-
mail addresto a few peoplewho may
contad you.

Richard Polt
Cincinati, OH
POLT @xavier.xu.edumtemet

[Richard is among the few collectors now
regularly communcating with ETCetera
on the computer world® Internet. This
really works great, folksExo, join in!]

Tomorraw |Gn off to seean old lady
who says she has a Hamilton.O The
only Hamilton | know is the Auto-
matic invented by E.M. Hamilton. |
asked her to gpell the name,and she
did spell AHamilton.OWhat makes me
dubiows, though is that evely drawing
or photo of an Autométic has OAuto-
maticOon the faceplde and nothing
that says (Hamilton.OWedl see...
NN

IGm afraid OThat Hamilton WomanO
gave me the Royal runarownd (Lord
Nelson would have been proud. The
woman adually stood me up twice
when | went to her house to get alook
at the madine. Then on the third try
cametheultimatedisappontment. Yup,
you guesed it, the Hamilton tumed
out to bea HAMM ONDbBband a Mul-
tiplex at that. Grrr!

Ken Gladstone
Jacksonville, FL
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The mission of the Early Typewriter Collectors’ Association is to suppo
communication and interaction within the community of typewriter lover
and collectors, and to encourage its growth. Our magaziieteraserves
that mission by gathering and sharing knowledge about typewriter histc
with the community and beyond.
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